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Economic Community of West African States

Regulation C/REG.5/11/96 Establishing a Forum
of Associations Recognised by ECOWAS (FARE)

Published in official journal 32 on 1 November 1996

Commenced in full

[This is the version of this document at 22 November 1996.]

The Council of Ministers,

MINDFUL of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the Revised Treaty of the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) establishing the Council of Ministers and defining its composition and functions;

MINDFUL of Article 61 of the Revised Treaty in which Member States undertake to cooperate with a view to
mobilising the various sections of the population in order to ensure their effective integration and involvement
in the social development of the region;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.9/8/94 of the Authority of Heads of State and Government establishing Regulations
for the Granting to Non-Governmental Organisations (NGO’s) the status of observer within the Institutions of
ECOWAS;

NOTING that a large number of NGO's have been granted observer status within ECOWAS;

DESIRING to create a body that would coordinate all activities of the NGO’s as well as provide a liaison between
the Associations and the Executive Secretariat;

On the RECOMMENDATION of the first meeting of Associations granted observer status within ECOWAS, held
in Lagos from 11th to 13th June, 1996;

ENACTS

Article 1 – Establishment and function

1. A Forum of Associations recognised by ECOWAS is hereby established;

2. The forum shall comprise all Associations that have been granted observer status.

3. The Forum shall have the following functions:

a) act as a link between the recognised associations;

b) provide a framework for a regular exchange of viewpoints and experiences relating to the problems
impeding the integration process;

c) provide a focal point for the formulation of collective recommendations and points of view on
prospective actions for submission to the Council of Ministers through the Executive Secretariat;

d) any other functions as may be decided by the Council of Ministers.

Article 2 – Meeting the Forum

1. The Forum shall meet twice a year while the bureau shall meet as often as possible.

2. Meetings of the Forum shall be rotated between the Executive Secretariat, and Member States.

3. The Executive Secretariat shall provide logistics support for all meetings of the Forum.
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4. The Forum shall adopt its rules of procedure.

Article 3 – The Bureau

1. The Forum shall have a Bureau to coordinate its activities. The officers of the Bureau shall be elected by
the Forum for a specific term.

2. All members of the Forum shall maintain a steady flow of information with the Bureau.

3. The Bureau in cooperation with the Executive Secretariat shall compile a list of all members of the Forum
which shall include all necessary information to facilitate the exchange of information.

Article 4 – Publication

This Regulation shall be published by the Executive Secretariat in the Official Journal of the Community within
thirty (30) days of its signature by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers.

It shall also be published within the same time-frame by each Member State in its National Gazette.

Done at Lome, this 22nd day of November, 1996

Hon. Ayo Ogunlade

Chairman for Council
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