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A/SP3/5780 S U P P L E M E N T A R Y PROTOCOL 
A M E N D I N G A R T I C L E VIII OF THE F R E N C H 
T E X T OF THE PROTOCOL R E L A T I N G TO THE 
DEFINIT ION OF THE CONCEPT OF PRODUCTS 

OR IG INAT ING F R O M M E M B E R STATES 
( T R E A T M E N T O F M IXTURES ) 

THE HIGH C O N T R A C T I N G PART IES 

M I N D F U L of Article VIII of the Protocol relating 
to the definition of the concept of products origina
ting from Member States; 

CONS IDER ING that die English and French texts 
of the second paragraph of the said Article are not 
identical; 

CONV INCED that the English text is more satis
factory; 

A N X I O U S to eliminate all difficulties that could 
hinder the application of the Treaty and the annexed 
Protocols; 

DES IROUS of concluding an Additional Protocol 
relating to the amendment of Article 8 of the French 
text of the Protocol relating to the definition of the 
concept of products originating from Member States; 

H A V E A G R E E D A S FOLLOWS: 

Article I 

Article VIII of the French text of the Protocol 
relating to the definition of the concept of products 
originating from Member States is modified as 
follows: 

T R E A T M E N T OF M I X T U R E S 
New Art ic le VIII 

1. " In the case of mixtures not being groups, set or 
assemblies of goods dealt with under Article X of 
this Protocol, a Member State may refuse to 
accept as originating in a Member State any 

product resulting from the mixing together of 
goods which would qualify as originating in the 
Member State with goods which would not qua
lify. If the characteristics of the product as a 
whole are not essentially different from the 
Characteristics of the goods which have been 
mixed". 

2. " In tha case of particular products for which the 
Council of Ministers finds it desirable to accept 
mixing as envisaged under paragraph 1 of this 
Article, such products may be considered as ori
ginating from Member States, subject to such 
conditions as the Council of Ministers may f ix 
upon the recommendation of the Commission, 
in respect of the part utilised in the mixing which 
could be proved to be originating from Member 
States". 

Article II 

DEPOSIT A N D E N T R Y INTO F O R C E 

1. The present Additional Protocol shall enter into 
force provisionally upon signature by the Heads 
of State and Government of Member States and 
definitively upon ratification by at least seven 
signatory States in conformity with the consti
tutional procedures for each Member State. 

2. The present Additional Protocol at well as all 
Instruments of Ratification shall be deposited with 
the Executive Secretariat which shall transmit 
true certified copies of the present Additional 
Protocol to all Member States, notify them of the 
dates of deposit of the Instrument of Ratification 
and .shall register the Present Additional Protocol 
with the Organisation of Afr ican Unity, the Uni
ted Nations Organisation and any other Organisa
tions that the Council may designate. 

3. The present Additional Protocol is annexed to and 
forms an integral part of the Treaty. 

IN FA ITH W H E R E O F WE T H E H E A D S OF 

STATE A N D G O V E R N M E N T OF T H E ECONOMIC COMMUN ITY O F WEST A F R I C A N S T A T E 

H A V E S IGNED THIS A D D I T I O N A L P R O T O C O L 

DONE A T LOME THIS 28 D A Y OF M A Y , 1980 IN S INGLE O R I G I N A L IN T H E ENGL ISH A N D 

F R E N C H L A N G U A G E S BOTH T E X T S BE ING E Q U A L L Y A U T H E N T I C 

3lonel Mathieu K E R E K O U 
President of the People's 

Republic of Benin 

H.E. Mr. Simeon A K E 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 

For and on behalf of the 
President of the Republic of 

Ivory Coast 

3 
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R E . Major Pedro PIRES 
Prime Minister 

For and on behalf of the 
President of the Republic of Cape Verde 

Y Hon. Mr. Saihou S A B A L l 
Minister of Economic Plashing 

and Industrial Development 
For and on behalf of the 

President of the Republic of Gambia 

H.E. Mr. Hilla U M A N N 
President of the Republic of Ghana 

H.E. Colonel Seyni K O U N T C i 
Head of State and Chairman of 
the Supreme Military Council 

of the Republic of Niger 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Sekou T O U R E 
President of the People's 

Revolutionary Republic of 
Guinea 

Alhaji 'Shehu SHA f jARJ 
President of the Fede^l 

Republic of Nigeria 
A 

H.E. Mr. Luix C A B R A U 
President of the Republic of 

Guines-Biuau Amadou Ctedor S A L L 
'Minister of Defence 

For and on behalf of the 
President of the Republic of 

Senegal 

H.E. General Sangouie L A W K A N A 
President of the Republic pf 

Upper Volta 
for H.E. Dr. Siaka STEV 

President of the 
Republic of Sierra-Leone 

.E. General Moussa T R A O R I 
President of the Republic of fAli 

H.E-. General Gnassingbe E Y A D E M A 
President of the Republic of Togo 

H . E . Mr. Mohamad p U L D H A I D A L L A 
President of the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania 
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(a) DECISION OF THE A U T H O R I T Y OF HEADS 
OF S T A T E 

A/DEC15/5/80 DECISION OF THE A U T H O R I T Y 
OF HEADS OF S T A T E A N D G O V E R N M E N T OF 
THE ECONOMIC COMMUN ITY OF WEST A F R I 
C A N STATES R E L A T I N G TO THE F IX ING OF 
THE DES I RABLE L E V E L OF N A T I O N A L PART I 
C IPATION IN THE EQU ITY C A P I T A L OF 
INDUSTR IAL ENTERPR ISES WHOSE PRODUCTS 
BENEF IT F R O M P R E F E R E N T I A L DUTY 

THE A U T H O R I T Y OF HEADS OF STATE A N D 
G O V E R N M E N T , 

M I N D F U L of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty 
establishing the Author it V of Heads of State and 
Government and defining its composition and func
tions, 

DECIDES 

Article ] i . The level of participation by nationals 
of Member States in the equity capital 
of industrial enterprises as well as the 
corresponding periods of implementa
tion are hereby fixed as indicated 
below: 

- 28 May 1981 2 0 % 
- 28 May 1983 3 5 % 
- 28 May 1989 6 1 % 

i i . The list of enterprises fulfilling the 
conditions fixed in Article 1.1 above 
shall be drawn up and sent to the 
Executive Secretariat by the com
petent authority responsible for in
dustrial affairs in each Member State 
on the basis of a dossier presented by 
the enterprises concerned and contain
ing the following information: 

a. Identity of the Industrial enterprise, 
legal status, headquarters 

b. Nature of activity 

c. Equity capital and its ownership 
structure 

- percentage held by the Member 
State 

- percentage held by nationals of 
the Member State 

- percentage held by nationals of 
other Member States 

- percentage held by foreigners 

The Executive Secretariat shall give to 
each enterprise concerned an Authori
sation Number that shall necessarily be 
quoted on the ECOWAS Certificate of 
Origin, and shall inform Member States 
accordingly. 

Article 2 Paragraph 2 of Art ic le II of the Protocol 
relating to the definition of originating 
products shall be consequently modified. 

Community and the National Gazette 
of each Member State. 

Done at Lome this 28th day of May, 1980 
in single original in the English and French langu
ages; both texts being equally authentic. 

For the Authority 

The Chairman 

A/DEC16/5/80 DECISION OF THE A U T H O R I T Y 
OF HEADS OF STATE A N D G O V E R N M E N T OF 
THE ECONOMIC C O M M U N I T Y OF WEST 
A F R I C A N STATES R E L A T I N G TO THE AMEND
M E N T OF P A R A G R A P H 2 OF A R T I C L E VIII OF 
T H E F R E N C H T E X T OF THE PROTOCOL 
R E L A T I N G TO THE DEF IN IT ION OF THE 
CONCEPT OF PRODUCTS OR IG INAT ING F R O M 
M E M B E R STATES 

THE A U T H O R I T Y OF HEADS OF S T A T E A N D 
G O V E R N M E N T 

M I N D F U L of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty 
establishing the Authority of Heads of State and 
Government and defining its compositions and 
functions; 

DECIDES 

Article I Paragraph 2 of Article VIII of the French 
text of the Protocol relating to the 
definition of the concept of products 
originating from Member States is hereby 
amended as follows: 

Naw paragraph 2 

'In the case of particular produce 
where it is, however, recognised by 
C O U N C I L to be desirable to permit 
mixing of the kind described in para
graph 1 of this Article, such products 
shall 'be considered as originating in the 
Member States, subject to such condi
tions at may be fixed by the C O U N C I L 
upon the recommendation of the Co
mmission, in view of the part used in the 
mixing that can be proved to be origina
ting from Member States." 

Article 2 The present Decision shall come into 
force upon signature and shall be pub
lished in the Official Journal of the Com
munity and in the National Gazette of 
each Member State. 

Done at Lome on this 28th May, 1980 in single 
original in the English and French languages both 
texts being equally authentic. 

Article 3 The present Decision shall come into 
force upon signature and shall be pub
lished in the Official Journal of the 

5 
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A/DEC17/5/B0 DECISION O f THE A U T H O R I T Y 
OF HEADS O f S T A T E A N D G O V E R N M E N T O f 
THE ECONOMIC C O M M U N I T Y O F WEST 
A F R I C A N S T A T E S R E L A T I N G T O THE MODIF I 
CAT ION OF A R T I C L E 2 P A R A G R A P H 2 OF T H E 
PROTOCOL R E L A T I N G TO T H E ASSESSMENT 
OF LOSS O F R E V E N U E O F M E M B E R S T A T E S 
OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUN ITY OF WEST 
A F R I C A N STATES 

DEC IDES 

Article I - T R A D E L IBERAL IZAT ION IN INDUS
T R I A L PRODUCTS A N D EL IMINA
TION OF T A R I F F BARR I ERS S H A L L 
BE G O V E R N E D B Y T H E FOLLOWING 
SCHEDULES : 

SCHEDULE I 

THE A U T H O R I T Y OF HEADS OF STATE 
A N D G O V E R N M E N T 

M I N D F U L of Art ic le 5 of the Treaty establishing 
the Authority of Heads of State and Government 
and defining its composition and functions. 

DECIDES 

Article I Paragraph 2 of Article 2 of the Protocol 
relating to the Assessment of Loss of 
Revenue of Member States of the Econo
mic Community of West African States-
is modified as follows: 

" 2 . The Assessment of losses shall be 
notified and the payment of compen
sations shall be effected at the sam# time 
to all beneficiary Member States". 

Article 2 The present Decision shall come into 
force upon signature and shall be pub
lished in the Official Journal of the 
Community and in the National Gazette 
of each Member State. 

Done at Lome 28 May, 1980 in single original 
in the English and French languages, both texts 
being equally authentic. 

For the Authority 

, The Chairman 

A/DEC 18/5/80 DECISION OF THE A U T H O R I T Y 
OF HEADS OF S T A T E A N D G O V E R N M E N T OF 
THE ECONOMIC COMMUN ITY OF WEST 
A F R I C A N STATES R E L A T I N G TO T R A D E LIBE
R A L I Z A T I O N IN INDUSTR IAL PRODUCTS 

THE A U T H O R I T Y O F H E A D S OF STATE A N D 
G O V E R N M E N T 

M I N D F U L of the Treaty establishing the Econo
mic Community of West African States and especially 
its Articles 5 ,13and 17. 

CONS IDER ING Decision No. 5 of the Council 
of Ministers Meeting of 25th May, 1980 

a. Products of Community Enterprises 

Such products shall be liberalized immediately 
they are produced and they shall have free 
•costs to the Community market duty free. 

b. Priority Industrial Products to enjoy accele
rated Liberalization 

Such products shall be liberalised over a period 
of four (4) years at the following rate: 25, 50, 
75 and 100 per cent which shall be implemented 
on the 28th of May of the years 1981, 1982, 
1983 and 1984 respectively. 

c. Other Products 

Such products shall be liberalized over a period 
of six (6) years at the following rate: 15,30, 50, 
70, 90 and 100 per cent which shall be imple
mented on the 28th of May of the years 1981, 
1982, 1983, 1984, 1985 and 1986 respectively. 

2. THE T A R I F F EL IM INAT ION SCHEME STI
P U L A T E D IN S C H E D U L E I A B O V E S H A L L 
A P P L Y TO I VORY COAST, G H A N A , N IGER IA 
A N D S E N E G A L 

S C H E D U L E II 

a. Products of Community Enterprises 

Such products shall be liberalized immediately 
they are produced and they shall have free access 
to the Community market duty free. 

b. Priority Industrial Products to enjoy Accele
rated Liberalization 

Such products shall be liberalized over a period 
of six (6) years at the rate of 15, 30. 50, 70, 
90 and 100 per cent which shall be implemented 
on the 28th of May of the years 1981, 1982, 
1983, 1984, 1985 and 1986 respectively. 

c. Other Products 

Such products shall be liberalized over a period 
of eight <8) years at the rate of 10, 20, 30, 45, 
60, 75, SO and 100 per cent which shall be 
implemented on the 28th of May of the years 
1981. 1982, 19B3, 1984, 1985. 1986, 1987 
and 1988 respectively. 

3. THE T A R I F F EL IM INAT ION SCHEME STI
P U L A T E D IN SCHEDULE II A B O V E S H A L L 
A P P L Y TO BENIN, CAPE V E R D E . GAMB IA , 
GU INEA, G U I N E A BISSAU, UPPER V O L T A , 
L IBER IA, MAL I , MAUR ITAN IA , N IGER, 
S I ERRA LEONE A N D T O G O 

6 
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Article II EL IM INAT ION OF NON-TAR IFF 
BARR I ERS 

For the purposes of eliminating non-
tariff barriers the following scheme shall 
apply: 
1. A l l Member State* shall be treated on 

the same level. 
2. The method of liberalization shall be 

left to the discretion of Member 
States. 

3. L iber i izatbn shall be undertaken 
at a faster rate than tariff barriers 
and shall be eliminated over a pe
riod of four (4) years commencing 
from the 28th May, 1981. 

Article III Subject to the provisions of Decisions 
No. 5 of the Council of Ministers of 
25th May, 1980, this decision shall 
enter into force on 28th May, 1980, 
upon signature and shall be published the 
Official Journal of the Community and 
in the National Gazette of respective 
Member States. 

Done at Lome this 29th May, 1980 in single origi
nal in the English and French languages both texts 
being equally authentic. 

^Fpr^c^nciLa^ Ministers 

The Chairman 

A/DEC19/5/80 DECISION OF THE AUTHOR ITY 
OF HEADS OF S T A T E * A N D G O V E R N M E N T OF 
THE ECONOMIC COMMUN ITY OF WEST 
A F R I C A N STATES R E L A T I N G TO THE APPLI
CAT ION OF THE COMPENSAT ION PROCEDURES 
FOR THE LOSS OF R E V E N U E S U F F E R E D BY 
ECOWAS M E M B E R STATES AS A RESULT OF 
THE T R A D E L I B E R A L I Z A T I O N P R O G R A M M E 

THE A U T H O R I T Y OF HEADS OF STATE AND 
G O V E R N M E N T 

MINDFUL ot the Treaty of the Economic Com
munity of West African States and especially Articles 
13, 20, 50 and 52: 

MINDFUL of the Protocol relating to the assess
ment of loss r>1 revenue recorded bv Member Stales 
of the Community. 

M INDFUL of the Protocol relating to the Fund 
U>< Cooperation, Compensation and Development 
nf the Community and especialty Article 2 (al, 

M INDFUL of decision No. 4 of the Authority 
dated 28th Mav,1980 relating to the Trade Liberali
zation Programme of the Community; 

Article I 

C H A P T E R I; DEFINITIONS A N D PROCEDURES 

The loss of revenue suffered by a Member State 
due to the implementation of the Treaty constitutes 

the total shortfall in receipts recorded by that Mem
ber State as a result of Trade Liberalization within 
the Community. 

This is equal to the difference between the revenue 
that woutd have accrued if the most favoured nation 
rate or the general rate, whichever, was applicable 
and consolidated on 28 May, 1979, and the actual 
revenue collected by using the preferential rate of 
duty derived from the liberalization programme as 
decided by the Council of Ministers. 

Article 2 

The preferential rate of duty shall be the diffe
rence between the rate applicable to the third 
country benefitting from the most favoured Nation 
clause and the product of this rate by applying the 
liberalization rate resulting from the liberalization 
programme, decided by the Authority of Heads of 
State and Government. 

In the event of the favoured Nation rate not gran
ted to third country, the preferential rate of taxation 
shell be the difference between the rate of common 
duties consolidated in May, 1979 and the product 
of this rate derived by applying the liberalization rate 
resulting from the Liberalization programme decided 
by the Authority of Heads of State and Government. 

Article 3 

The rate applicable to countries benefitting from 
the most favoured nation clause to be taken into 
account shall be the rate in force by the date of 
consolidation of tariff and non-tariff barriers, that 
is to say 28 May, 1979. 

Article 4 

The importing Member State shall attach to 'ts 
recjunt far compensation for loss in revenue a sum
mary of customs declarations for fiome consumption 
and corresponding certificates of origin as well as 
exports declaration accompanying the product. 

The dossier for the request for compensation shall 
also be accompanied by the summary record of the 
re-exported originating products which have been 
subject of compensation. The movement certificates, 
certificates of origin and consumption certificates 
must be attached to this summary record. 

The dossier f c the request for compensation must 
reach the Executive Secretariat within the first 
months following the period under consideration. 

Article 5 

The Secretariat shall verify the different items 
contained in this dossier. 

Article 6 

The calculation of the amount of losses to be 
compensated shall be undertaken in respect of each 
Member State on the basis of the total losses incurred 
from the importation o* industtial originating 
products, less the amount of losses attributable to 
industrial originating products which were object of 
re-exportation. 
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Article 7 

CHAPTER II: B U D G E T FOR COMPENSAT ION 

The budget for compensation is equal to the 
aggregate of lost in revenue incurred by ell Member 
States due to the implementation of the provisions of 
the Treaty relating to Trade Liberalization. 

Article 8 

The budget for compensation of a given year is 
equal to the budget for compensation of the 
preceding year adjusted for changes in the rate of 
preferential duties and the projected growth in the 
volume of intra-community trade. 

Article 9 

The contribution of a Member State to the com
pensation budget is calculated on the basis of the 
country's share in the value of total intra-commu-
nity exports in orig latlng manufactured products. 

Article 10 

The payment of contribution to the compensa
tion budget shall be done in convertible currency by 
Member States latest on the 31 st of January of the 
fiscal year under consideration. 

Article 11 

CHAPTER III: P A Y M E N T OF COMPENSAT ION 

The payment of compensation to a Member State 
shall be calculated subjeot to deductions of any short
falls in revenue recorded in respect of originating 
products imported by this Member State which may 
be identified as re-exported goods. 

Article 12 

Losses in revenue resulting from the preferential 
duties shall be fully compensated for. However, for 
reasons of solidarity the Council of Ministers decided 
that one fiflh.f1/5> of the losses suffered by the four 
more developed countries, i.e. Ivory Coast, Ghana, 
Nigeria and Senegal shall be subjected to redistribu
tion in the following manner: 

i. During the first five (5) years of the trade libera 
liiatio!-., this one fifth (1/5) shall be made fully 
available to the least developed States and shall 
be inversely proportional to the coefficient of the 
contribution of Member States to the budget of 
the Community. 

ii. After this period of five (5| years, this one fifth 
(1/5) shall be given to all the sixteen Member 
States on the above-mentioned basis. 

Article 13 

The Council of Ministers shall define the condi
tions governing the use of this one fifth {1/5) by 
Member States. 

Article 14 

C H A P T E R IV: MODAL IT IES A N D F R E Q U E N C Y 
OF P A Y M E N T OF COMPENSAT ION 

The payment of compensation shall be made 
within thirty days following the end of each quarter 
on the presentation of the application document 
provided the claim being made is valid. 

i. However, at the beginning of each budget year 
each Member Stale shall be paid in advance of a 
quarter of the estimated loss it may have suffered 
during the year under consideration. 

ii. Furthermore, all rights of eligibility for com
pensation shall cease five years after the budget 
under consideration. 

Article 15 

The payment of compensation to any Member 
State shall be subject to payment of contributions to 
the compensation budget by the Member State con
cerned and the presentation of a dossier for request 
for compensation within the prescribed time limits. 

Art ic le 16 

Any delay in the payment of the contributions to 
the compensation budget or the communication of 
necessary information for the'i [implementation of the 
mechanism and the procedures relating to the com
pensation for loss of revenue will lead to the 
automatic suspension of rights to compensation 
unfit the above-mentioned obligations are fulfilled. 

Article 17 

The payment of compensation shall be done in 
convertible currency in principle, the same currency 
used by the Member States for the payment of its 
contribution to the compensation budget. 

Article 18 

CHAPTER V : E N T R Y INTO FORCE 

The present Decision shall come into force on the 
date of the entry into force of the Trade Liberali
sation programme and shall be published and regis
tered wherever necessary and particularly in the 
Official Journal of the Community and the National 
Gazette of each Member State. 

Done in Lome this 28th day of May, 1980 in 
single original in the English and French languages, 
both texts being equally authentic. 

For the Authority 

The Chairman 
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A/DEC20/5780 DECISION OF THE A U T H O R I T Y 
OF H E A D S OF STATE A N D G O V E R N M E N T OF 
THE ECONOMIC COMMUN ITY OF WEST 
A F R I C A N S T A T E S R E L A T I N G TO THE 
T R A N S P O R T P R O G R A M M E 

" T H E A U T H O R I T Y OF HEADS OF STATE 
A N D G O V E R N M E N T 

M INQFUL of Article 5 of the ECOWAS Treaty 
establishing the Authority of Heads of State and 
Governmetn and defining its composition and 
functions; 

DECIDES 

Art ic le I The Executive Secretary is directed to 
carry out the following Transport Pro
gramme: 

A . SHORT-TERM P R O G h A M M E 

a. Road Transport 
1. Study and adoption of TIE and 

TR IE Convention by the Com
munity 

2. Harmonisation of Road Transport 
Legislations in ECOWAS Member 
Slates 

3. Harmonisation of road-control sys
tems within the Community 

4. Study of cost of road transport and 
road taxationin the Community 
(Inter-State axes) 

5. Study of the realisation of the Trans-
Sahelian D A K A R - N* D J A M E N A 
Road 

6. Study of the realisation of the 
LAGOS - N O U A K C H O T T Trans-
Costal Road 

7. Realisation of an ECOWAS Automo
bile Insurance System. 

b. Rail Transport 
1. Economic Feasibility Study on an 

Upper Volta - Niger - Togo and 
Upper Volta - Mali rail link. 

2. Study of the Guinea - Mali rail link: 
Variants: Ksnkan - Bamako/ 
Kouroussa - Bamako. 

3. Study of the Trans - Sahelian railway. 

4. Technical and Economic feasibilty 
studies of a Lagos - Cotonou • Lome-
Accra coastal rail link. 

c. Maritime Transport 
1. Creation of free - zones at sea ports 

for tne use of land - locked countries. 

2. Study of the establishment of en 
ECOWAS Multinational Maritime 
Transport Company. 

3. Study of harbour operations, for
malities and customs documents. 

4. Study of harbour stocking and 
warehousing. 

d. River Transport 
Monitoring of projects for the devel
opment of inland waterways in the 
sub-region. 

e. Air Transport 
1. Harmonisation and simplification of 

airport formalities. 

2. Study of cooperation between Air 
Transport Companies of ECOWAS 
Member States and the possibility 
of establishing an ECOWAS Air Com
pany. 

f. Multi-modal Transport 
Establishment of a Regional Institute 
of Transport 

B. L O N G - T E R M P R O G R A M M E 

a. Road Transport 
Realisation of the Trans-West African 
N O U A K C H O T T - D A K A R -
N ' D J A M E N A and LAGOS-
N O U A K C H O T T road network 

b. Rail Transport 
1. Realisation of the Upper Votta-

Niger-Togo and Upper Volta-Mali 
rail link. 

2. Realisation of the Kankan-Bamako 
or Kouroussa-Bamako rail link. 

3. Realisation of the Trans-Sahelian 
Railway. 

4. Realisation of the Lagos-Cotonou-
Lo me-Acer a Coastal rail link. 

c. Air Transport 
Study of the market potential of 
ECOWAS exports by air. 

d. Maritime Transport 
Study of a regional scheme for port 
shipment. 

Article 2 The Executive Secretary is authorised 
to take all necessary measures for the 
execution of the Transport Programme 
mentioned in Article 1. 

Article 3 This Decision shall enter into force upon 
signature and shall be published in the 
Official Journal of the Community and 

9 



J U N E 1980 OHicial Journal oi l*e ECOWAS V O L . * 

in the Net ion* I Gazette of the respective 
Member States. 

Done at Lome on this 28 day of May 1980, in 
single original in the English and French Languages, 
both texts being equally authentic. 

For the Authority 

The Chairman 

A/DEC21/5/80 DECISION OF THE AUTHOR ITY 
OF HEADS OF STATE A N D G O V E R N M E N T OF 
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST A F R I C A N 
STATES R E L A T I N G TO THE ESTABL ISHMENT 
OF A SPEC IAL F U N D F O R TELECOMMUNICA
TIONS 

THE AUTHOR ITY OF HEADS OF STATE 
A N D G O V E R N M E N T 

MINDFUL of Article 5 of ECOWAS Treaty es
tablishing the. Authority of Heads of State and 
Government and defining its composition and func
tions: 

DECIDES 

ESTABL I SHMENT OF A SPEC IAL F U N D 
FOR TELECOMMUNICAT IONS 

Article 1 There shall be established for the Tele
communications Administrations of 
Member State, a Special Fund for Tele
communication* hereinafter referred to .as 
Special Fund. 

Article 2 This Special Fund shall be and remain 
annexed to the ECOWAS Fund for 
Compensation, Co-operation and Devel
opment. 

OBJECTIVES OF THE SPECIAL F U N D 

Article 3 i. The Special Fund shall guarantee 
loans requested by Member States 
with a view to improving and devel
oping their Telecommunications 
networks. 

ii. The Special Fund shall grant subven
tions to Member States which shall 
apply for such subventions for the 
improvement and maintenance of the 
equipment of their Telecommunica
tions networks (training and re
fresher courses for technicians, pro
curement of spare parts and measure 
instruments), 

M I SC ELL ANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Article 4 The modalities for the management and 
financing of the Special Fund shall be 
determined. 

10 

Article 5 The present decision shall enter- into 
force from the date of signing it end shall 
be published in the Official Journal of the 
Community and the Official Gazettes of 
Member States. 

Done at Lome on this 28th day of May, 1980 
in single original copy in English and French Langu
ages: both texts being equally authentic. 

For the Authority 

The Chairman 

A/DEC22/5/80 DECISION OF THE AUTHOR ITY 
O c HEADS OF STATE A N D G O V E R N M E N T OF 
; ..E ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFR I 
C A N STATES RELAT ING TO THE CREAT ION 
OF A N INFORMATION SERV ICE A N D THE 
HARMONISAT ION OF THE M A R K E T S WITHIN 
THE SUB-REGION 

THE AUTHOR ITY OF HEADS OF S T A T E 
A N D G O V E R N M E N T 

MINDFUL of Article 5 of the Treaty of 
ECOWAS establishing the Authority of Heads of 
State and Government, and defining its composi
tion and functions. 

DECIDES 

Article 1 The establishment of an information 
service centre for the harmonisation of 
market conditions within ECOWAS for 
the purpose of developing trade in cur
rent and furture agricultural surpluses. 

Article 2 The role of this centre shall be the supply 
of information on the markets of short
ages or surpluses in the Sub-Region, the 
dissemination of the prices of Commu
nity food-stuffs and other market infor
mation on the import and export needs 
within ECOWAS. 

Article 3 This centr* shall be attached to the 
Trade. Customs, Immigration, Monetary 
and Payments Department. 

Done at Lome on this 28th May, 1980 in single 
original m the English and French Languages both 
texts being equally authentic. 

For the Authority 

The Chairmen 
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(b) DECIS ION OF T H E COUNC I L OF MINISTERS 

C/DEC1/5Y79 DECIS ION O F T H E COUNC I L OF 
MINISTERS R E L A T I N G TO THE ECOWAS 
F E D E R A T I O N OF C H A M B E R S OF C O M M E R C E 

The Council decided that for the meantime the 
ECOWAS Federation of Chamber* of Commerce 
should be accorded observer status. The Executive 
Secretary was, however, requested to look Into the 
prospect of granting the Federation a higher status 
in future. 

C/DEC2/S779 DECISION OF T H E COUNC IL OF 
MINISTERS O N CUSTOMS LEG I SLAT ION 

In vieW of the harmonisation exercise currently 
going on among some member countries and the 
difficulty in submitting the various customs legisla
tions of Member States to the Secretariat, between 
now and May 28th 1979. The Council decided to 
recommend to the Authority to make 1st July, 1979, 
the deadline for submission of all the relevant 
customs legislations to the Secretariat. 

C/DEC3/5/79 DECISION OF THE COUNC IL OF 
MINISTERS ON M A T T E R S R E L A T I N G TO 
ECOWAS RULES OF ORIGIN 

The Council decided to adopt the recommenda
tions of the Trade, Customs, Immigration, Monetary 
and Payments Commission contained under sub
sections (a), (b), (c) and (d) with minor amend
ments to (b), dealing with "Modif ication of Articles !, 
II (c) and II (2) of the Protocol relating to originating 
products. The Council also decided that the defini
t ion of value-added in the French text of the Protocol 
relatng to originating product should be aligned with 
the English text which was found to be more in the 
overall interest of the Community. 

C/DEC4/5/79 DECISION OF THE COUNC I L OF 
M IN ISTERS ON THE D R A F T PROTOCOL ON THE 
F R E E M O V E M E N T OF PERSONS, R IGHT OF 
RES IDENCE A N D E STABL I SHMENT 

The Council decided to recommend the craft 
Protocol to the Authority for signature. 

C/DEC5/5/79 DECISION OF THE COUNC I L OF 
MINISTERS ON THE TELECOMMUN ICAT IONS 
P R O G R A M M E 

The Telecommunications Programme was presen
ted by the Transport, Telecommunications and 
Energy Commission was endorsed by Council. The 
Executive Secretary was requested to work in colla
boration with the Managing Director of the Fund 
in seeking the requisite funds for the implementation 
of the programme. A report was to be made to 
Council at a later date. 

C/DEC6/11/79 DECIS ION OF T H E COUNC IL 
OF M IN ISTERS ON THE APPO INTMENT OF 
MR. R O B E R T T U B M A N AS THE NEW M A N A 
GING D IRECTOR OF T H E F U N D 

The Council was informed of the nomination and 
provisional appointment of Mr. Robert Tubman as 
the new Managing Diector of the Fund in succession 
to Dr. Romeo Horton. The Council confirmed his 
appointment. 

C/DEC7/11/79 DECISION OF THE COUNC I L OF 
MINISTERS ON T H E T R A D E L I B E R A L I Z A T I O N 
P R O G R A M M E , C O M M E R C I A L COOPERAT ION 
A N D R E L A T E D PROBLEMS 

On the recommendations of the Trade, Customs, 
Immigration, Monetary and Payments Commission 
the Council: 

i . Adopted the ECOWAS Nomenclature and decided 
that it should come into force on 1st Jan iary, 
1981. 

i i . Adopted the Statistical Standards and stipulated 
that it should come into force on 1st January. 
1981, 

i i i . Decided to recommend to the Heads of State and 
Government the extension of the provisions of the 
Protocol relating to the re-exportation within 
ECOWAS of goods imported from third countries 
to originating products. The Cofhc i l endorsed the 
proposed procedure for re-imbursement of duties 
and taxes paid at the time of first importation on 
re-exported goods. 

iv. Adopted the proposal on the Commission relating 
tc the setting up of an Ad hoc Committee to pre
pare an ECOWAS Convention on Inter-State Road 
Transit. 

C/DEC8/11/79 DECISION OF THE COUNC IL OF 
MINISTERS ON THE T R A D E L I B E R A L I Z A T I O N 
OF UNPROCESSED PRODUCTS 

The Council endorsed the proposal that the 
English and French texts of Article V (f) of the Pro
tocol on the definition of the concept of goods 
originating from Member States should be realigned 
and the French text be improved upon. The Council 
endorsed the following recommendations of the 
Commission: 

i . total exoneration of duties and taxes 

ii. free movement of these products without any 
quantitative restriction to be supervised by Eco
nomic Operators at the point of entry. 

i i i . absence of compensation for loss of income 
resulting from the importation of these products. 

Benin and Cabo Verde reserved their positions on 
the proposed absence of compensation for loss of 
income resulting from the importation of these pro
ducts. The Council took due note of the reservations 
and requested the Executive Secretary to make an 
assessment of the possible effects of the implementa
tion of each of the measures which had been adopted. 

i . Harmonisation of national plans 

ii. Giving priority to self-sufficiency in food 
production 

i i i . Locating regional industries in each Member State, 
giving priority to the least developed Member 
States 
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iv. Progressively finding e solution to the general 
problem of development, starting with self-
sufficiency in food production and taking into 
account the following order of priority: 

a. food production industries 
b. agro-chemical industries 
c. agricultural machines 
d. construction material industries 
e. wood Industries 
f. electronic and telecommunication industries 
g. petro-chemical industries 
h. pharmaceutical industries 
i. iron and steel industries 
j. automobile and related industries 

C/DEC9/11/79 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS ON THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
PROGRAMME 

The Council approved, the following three items 
of the report of Directors of Telecommunications: 

I. Routing plan which would ensure the profitabi
lity of investments to be undertaken; 

ii. The principle of a uniform tariff in all Member 
States; 

i i i . The principle of the creation of a Special Mutual 
Aid Fund with a view to assisting Member States 
in the development of their telecommunications 
network-and ensuring its maintenance. 

C/DEC10711/79 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS RELATING TO BUDfiFTARV 
APPROPRIATIONS 

The Council approved the Executive Secretariat's 
Budget of 4,909,001 U.A. for 1980 as presented by 
the Committee of Finance Experts and approved a 
further sum of USS2,250,000 for the Telecommu
nications Programme. 

C/DEC11/11/79 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS ON THE FACILITIES A T HEAD
QUARTERS 

The Executive Secretary was requested to obtain 
from the host countries of the Headquarters of the 
Community and of the Fund, confirmation of their 
obligations towards the Community. 

C/DEC12/11/79 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS ON THE CONDITIONS OF SERVICE 
OF AOXILLIARY STAFF 

The Council approved the requested upward 
adjustment of these salary scales of staff in the 
M category to reflect the increases in salary of this set 
of public servants recently effected by the Nigerian 
authorities. 

C/DEC13/11/79 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS ON THE POST ADJUSTMENT 
SCHEME 

The Council approved, in principle, the adoption 
of a Post Adjustment Scheme, but requested the 
Secretariat for the financial implications of the 
Scheme before approving its implementation, 

C/DEC14/11/79 DECISION OF THE COUNCIL 
OF MINISTERS ON THE REVISION OF THE FEE 
FOR THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR 

The Council agreed that its Chairman should 
negotiate, on the basis of documents to be furnished 
by the Executive Secretary a new fee with the 
External Auditor and submit a firm proposal to the 
next session of the Council of Ministers. The Council 
was of the opinion that the External Auditor had had 
to put in additional effort which was not fully 
compensated by his fees. 
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C/DEC1/5/80 DECISION OF THE COUNC IL OF 
MINISTERS R E L A T I N G TO THE S E G R E G A T I O N 
OF M A T E R I A L S (ART ICLE VII O F THE 
PROTOCOL R E L A T I N G TO THE DEFINITION 
OF THE CONCEPT OF PRODUCTS ORIGINA
T ING F R O M M E M B E R STATES) 

THE COUNC IL OF MINISTERS 

MINDFUL of Article 6 of the ECOWAS Treaty 
establishing the Council of Ministers and determining 
its composition and functions; 

MINDFUL of Article VII of the Protocol relating 
to the definition of the concept of products origi
nating from Member Stales; 

DECIDES 

Article 1 In order to ensure that there is not more 
of any goods considered to be origina
ting than if the producer where able to 
segregate physically the materials used in 
the production process and in order to 
be ab'e to eff icienty check facts stated on 
the Certificate of Origin, industrial 
enterprises producing goods eligible for 
Community originating status shall adopt 
an accounting system which makes 
possible a distinction between the quan
tity of originating and non-originating 
materials used in the production of any 
given goods. 

Article 2 The Accounting system shall provide 
for the following information: 

— date of receipt and date of release 
for use of the material; 

— characteristics of the material; 

— quantity or volume of the material; 

C/DEC2/5780 DECISION OF THE COUNC I L OF 
MINISTERS R E L A T I N G TO R U L E S A P P L I C A B L E 
TO M I X T U R E S (ART ICLE VNI O F THE P R O T O 
COL R E L A T I N G TO THE DEF IN IT ION OF T H E 
CONCEPT OF ORIG INATING PRODUCTS)  

THE COUNC IL OF MINISTERS 

MINDFUL of Article 6 of the Treaty establishing 
the Council of Ministers and defining its composition 
and functions: 

MINDFUL of Article VIII of the Protocol rela
ting to the definition of the concept of products 
originating from Member States 

DECIDES 

Article 1 — In the case of particular products result
ing from the mixing of goods originating 
from Member States and goods not so 
originating as provided under sub
section 2 of the said Article, the Council 
of Ministers shall prescribe, upon request 
from Member States and on the recom
mendation of the Commission, the 
conditions under which the particular 
product may be accepted as originating 
from the Community. The Council may 
also specify whether only part or whole 
of trie product may be granted Com
munity originating status. 

Article 2 — The present Decision shall come into 
force upon signature and shall be pub
lished in the Official Journal of the 
Community and the National Gazette 
of each Member State. 

Done at Lome on 25th May, 1980 in single 
original in the English and French Languages: both 
texts being euqally authentic. 

— reference period 

Article 3 The present Decision shall come into 
force upon signature and shall be pub
lished in the Official Journal of the 
Community and the National Gazette of 
each Member State. 

Done at Lone on the 25th May, 1980 in single 
original in the English and French Languages, both 
texts being equally authentic. 

For Council of Ministers 

The Chairman 

For Council of Ministers 

, 0 

The Chairman 
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C/DEC3/5/80 DECIS ION OF THE COUNC I L OF 
MINISTERS R E L A T I N G TO THE PROOF A N D 
THE VER I F I CAT ION OF T H E COMMUN ITY 
ORIGIN OF PRODUCTS A N D PROCEDURES 
R E L A T I N G TO THE C IRCULAT ION OF GOODS 
WITHIN THE COMMUN ITY 

THE C O U N C I L OF MINISTERS 

M I N D F U L of Article 6 of the Treaty estab
lishing the Council of Ministers and defining its 
composition and functions, 

DECIDES 

Article 1 The Member States hereby undertake to 
apply the rules relating to the Proof and 
the Verification of the Community Origin 
as well as the procedures applicable to 
the movement of products within the 
Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) which have been de
fined in the document annexed to this 
Decision. 

Article 2 The Executive Secretary shall take all 
necessary measures to ensure that the 
above-mentioned Rules are effectively 
implemented by the Member States. 

Article 3 The present Decision shall come into 
•force upon signature and shall be pub
lished in the Official Journal of the 
Community and in the National Gazette 
of eacn Member State. 

Done at Lome on 25th May, 1980 in single 
original in the English and French Languages: both 
texts beinf equally authentic. 

C/DEC/4/5/80 DECISION OF THE COUNC I L OF 
MINISTERS R E L A T I N G TO STUDIES E M A N A 
T ING F R O M THE T R A D E L I BERAL I ZAT ION 
P R O G R A M M E 

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

WHEREAS the decision taken during the meeting 
of the Council of Ministers in November, 1979 rela
ting t to the total abolition of all barriers to trade in 
agricultural products, 

A F T E R HAV ING examined the issues involved 
in the liberalization of inra-Co mm unity trade in 
industrial products, 

D IRECTS the EXECUT IVE S E C R E T A R Y that 
prior to the implementation of Resolution No. 29 
on the Trade Liberalization Programme scheduled 
to be implemented in May, 1981, the Executive 
Secretariat carries out the studies set out below and 
present the reports to the next Council of Ministers 
Meeting in November, 1980: 

i . the effect of the Trade Liberalization Programme 
on the Member States who belong to both C E A O 
and ECOWAS; 

i i . definition of the status of Community enter
prises and legal framework by the Industry, Agri
culture and Natural Resources Commission: 

i i i . classification of import duties and taxes as well 
as indirect internal taxes and duties. 

Done at Lome on the 25th May, 1980, in 
single original in the English and French Languages, 
both texts being equally authentic. 

The Chairman 
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