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ECOWAS CONVENTION ON SMALL ARMS AND
LIGHT WEAPONS, THEIR AMMUNITION: AND
OTHER RELATED MATERIALS

PREAMBLE

We, the Heads of State and Government of
the Member States of the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS);

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8, and 9 of ECOWAS
Revised Treaty relating to the establishment,
composition and function of the Authority of Heads
of State and Govemment:

MINDFUL of Article 58 of the ECOWAS Revised
Treaty relating to regional security which stipulates
that Member States undertake to work to safeguard
and consolidate relations conducive to the
maintenance of peace, stability and security within
the region and to astablish and strengthen
appropriate mechanisms for the timely prevention
and resolution of conflicts;

MINDFUL of Article 77 of the Treafy relating to
sanctions applicable in cases where a Member
State fails to fulfill its obligations to the Community;

MINDFUL of the relevant provisions of the Protocol
on the Community Court of Justice adopted on 16
July 1991, the ECOWAS conventions on mutual
legal assistance and extradition, signed respectively
in Dakar on 29 July 1992 and Abuja on 6 August
1994;

MINDFUL of the Protocol on Non-aggression signed
in Lagos on 22 April 1978 and. the Protocol on
Mutual Assistance in Defence Matiers signed in
Freetown on 29 May 1981, and more particularly
our determination to provide mutual assistange in
defence matters in the event of armed aggression
or threat of aggression against a_‘Membor State;

RECALLING the principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, particularly the principle that States
shall have the right to defend themselves both
individually and collectively, the principle of non-
intervention and non-interference if'internal affairs
of another State, and the principle that each
Member shall avoid recourse to the threat or use
of force; B L TR £.2

RECALLING aiéo the reIevant prév-i'siméﬁ of the
Constitutive Act of the African Union, including the
decision by the Executive Council of the African

‘to - Confligt-+Prevention,

4

«Union requasting the African Union Commissien to

take necessary measures to establish a legal
instrument to prevent, combat and eradicate illicit

=tradat in: small arms and light weapons in Africa;

RIS

RECALLING equally the ECOWAS Protocol relating
Management and
Resolution;: Peace-keeping and Security signed in
Lome ‘on 10 -Dacember: 1999, particularly Articles
3, 50 andg 51-relatimg to.the: control of the
proliferation of small arms and light weapons and
|Ilegal crrculatlon of such arms :

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT rasolutions of the United
Nations Security Council imposing arms embargoes
on countries in the West African sub-region;

ALSO TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Bamako
Declaration of 1st December, 2000 on the coinmon

. African position on the proliferation, circulation and

illicit trade in small arms and light weapons;

EQUALLY TAKING INTO ACCOUNT other
international, regional and sub-regional initiatives
aimed at curtailing the proliferation of small arms
and light weapons, and the decision relating to the
common African position on the review of the United
Nations programme of action on small arms and
light weapons adopted in Khartoum in January
2006;

CONSIDERING that the proliferation of small arms
and light weapohs constitites & rajor destabilising
factor in ECOWAS Member States and poses a
serious threat-1'§i#s peace and stability of our
peoples

DEEPLY CONCERNED about the uncontrolled flow
of small arms and light weapons into Africa in
general and West Africa in particular, and aware of
the need to effectively contro! the transfer of arms
by suppliers and arms brokers;

AWARE of.the need to build peace and prevent
conflicts in West Africa, and the disastrous
consequences the proliferation of small arms and
light weapons has on the prolongation of armed.
conflicts and illegal exploutatlon of natural
resourcgs;

AWAEE?F THE NEED to prevent combat and
eradicat® the illicit manufacture and excesswe
accumulation of small arms and light weapons,
trafficking, detention and use of such arms, which

-have:been seen i have negative effects qn-the

security. of each. -cauntry in.the sub-region, humap
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b 32224
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: SRS
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.
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S o
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Declaration of 1st December, 2000 on the common
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illicit trade in small arms and light weapons;

EQUALLY TAKING INTO ACCOUNT other
international, regional and sub-regional initiatives
aimed at curtailing the proliferation of small arms
and light weapons, and the decision relating to the
common African position on the review of the United
Nations programme of action on small arms and
‘light weapons adopted in Khartoum in January
20086;

CONSIDERING that the proliferation of small arme

and ight-weapons cohstitites a fajor destabilising
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serious threat tg% péace and sﬁablhty of ‘our
peoples _ ,

DEEPLY CONCERNED about the uncontrolled flew

~ of small arms and light weapons into Africa in

"general and West Africa in particular, and aware of

. thia need to effectively control the transfer of arms

- eradic

“by suppliers and arms brokers;

AWARE of the need to build peace and prevent
confllcts in West Africa, and the disastrous
consequences the proliferation of. small arms and
iight weapons has on the prolongation of armed
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the illicit manufacture and. .@xcessive
accumutation of small arms and light weapons,
straffigking,. detention.and use of such arms, which

_giAave bgen seen to have negative effects on the

secyrity.of each country in the sub-region, human

£
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security, international humanitarian law, sustainable
development, and human rights;

DETERMINED to achieve the cbjectives outlined
in the Deolaration on the Moratorium on the
importation, Exportation and Manufacture of Light
Weapons-in ECOWAS Meéember States signed in
Abuja on 31 -October 1998 and in the Code of
Conduct for the implementation of the Moratorium
adopted in-LLome on 10 December 1999;

DETERMINED ALSO to consolidate the gains of the
Moratorium on the Importation, Exportation and
Manufacture of Light Weapons and its Code of
Conduct, and to take into account the short¢omings
observed, with a view to taking corrective
measures;

RECOGNISING in this regard the progress achieved
in the implementation of the Moratorium, thanks to
contributions by the Plan of Action of the Programme
for Coordination and Assistance for Security and
Development (PCASED);

CONSCIOUS of the need to strengthen the
institutional and operational capacity of the
ECOWAS Executive Secrstariat in order to enable
fight more effectively against the proliferation of
smalil arms and light weapons, with a view to
obtaining the desired results;

CONSIDERING the United Nations Programme of
Action te prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit
trade in small arms and light weapons in all its
aspects adopted in 2001;

CONSIDERING the United Nations international
instrument adopted in 2005 which seeks to enable
States to identify and rapidly trace small arms and
light weapons, and the UN Protocol on the
manufacture and illicit trade in fire arms, spare
parts, components and ammunition adopted in
2001;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT Security Council
Resolution 1325 (2002) on women, peace and
security which recognises the specific rolé of women
in peace bulilding; . T

DEEPLY CONCERNED by tha use of children in
armed confiicts, and taking account of the United
Nations ‘Seciifity ‘Couiicil-ré¥dicHiohs ‘on children
-~ and armed conflicté o

necoemsjﬂa- the ImpBRAA cItTbUtISH of ¢ivil
society orgarfisaticiis IHths’ W aingt the
proliferation ot sriif &rhg dfidighteliptna;

BEARING IN MIND the Final:Qormmuniqué issued
at the end of the Summit of SBCDWAS Heads of
State and Govermment held:in Dékar'on 30 January
2003 which directed the ECOWAS Executive
Secretariat to examine the possibility of
transforming the Moratorium into a Convention;

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

CHAPTERI
DEFINITIONS AND OBJECTIVES

Article 1:
Definitions

For the purpose of this Convention:

1.  LIGHT WEAPONS: Portable arms designed
to be used by several persons working
together in a team and which include notably:

- heavy machine guns;

- portable grenade launchers, mobile or
mounted;

- portable anti-aircraft cannons;

- portable anti-tank cannons, non-recoil
guns;

- portable anti-tank missile launchers or
rocket launchers;

- portable anti-aircraft missile launchers;

- moriars with a calibre of less than 100
millimetres;

2. SMALL ARMS: Arms used by one person and
which include notably:

- firearfssnd other destructive arms or
devices such as an exploding bomb,
an incendiary bomb or a gas bomb, a
grenade, a rocket launcher, a missile,
a missile system or landmine;

- revolvers and pistols with automatic
loading;

- rifles and carbines;

- machine guns;

- assault rifles;

- light machine guns. _
3. AMMUNITION: Devices destined to be shot

or projected through the means of firearms
incl&ling among others:

- cartridges;
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- projectiles and missnes for light
weapons;

- mobile containers with missiles or
projectiles for anti-aircraft or anti-tank
single action systems;

4. OTHER RELATED MATERIALS: All
components, parts or spare parts for small
arms or light weapons or ammunition
necessary for their functioning; or any
chemical substance serving as active material
used as propelling or explosive agent

5, ILLICIT: Covers all that is oarrled out in
violation of this Convention; :

6. MARKING: |nscriptions pe.rmittir.ig the
identification of arms covered by this
Convention;

7. TRACING: |Indicates the systematic
monitoring of the movements of small arms
and light weapons and their ammunition and
other related materials, from the manufacturer
to the end user, with a view to helping member
States competent authorities to detect illicit
manufacture and trading;

8. BROKERING: Work carried out as an
intermediary between any manufacturer,
supplier or distributor of small arms and light
weapons and any buyer or user; this includes
the provision of fihancial support and the
-transportatlon ofsmall arms and light
weapons;

9. TRANSFER: Includes 1in-'|pe:rt; e’xpe’rt,f-transit,
transhipment and transport or ‘@ny other
movement whatsoever of gmall atms and light
weapons, ammunition and :o6tfter -related
materials from or through the territory of a
State; ' . _

10. NON-STATE ACTORS' -8uch asg any actor
other than State Actors, mercenarles armed'
militias, armed rebel group#’ A privafe
‘security compames A (g

11, SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT‘WE*AP@NS‘

" In this Conveation this shall bb deemed to
‘include ammunition and e’ther related
materials. _ e atipog!

Article 2:
‘Objectives

The ebjectives of this-Convention are:

“To prevent and combat the excessive and
1/ distabilising accumulation of small arms and
R \ight weapons within ECOWAS;

2z 'To cbnﬁhue the'efforts for the control of small
drifig: aﬁdﬂlght weapens within ECOWAS;

s;vf-[f* T édnsoﬁ&a{'e e gais-of thé Declaration
Sriief ¥hE: MGTEESHIYN ' e imboMation,
. exportation and md’ﬁu‘fﬂcmré Mism&ill arms

g and its: Code of° Conduct e T

4, ~To promote trust between the Member States

: through concerted and transparent action on
the control of small arms and light weapons
within ECOWAS;

5.  To build institutional and operatianal
capacities of the ECOWAS Executive
Secretariat and the Member States in the
efforts to curb the proliferation of small anns
and light weapons, their ammunitions and
other related materiale

6. To promote the exchange of information and
cooperatlon among the Member States

CHAPTERII
TRANSFER OF SMALL ARMS "
AND LIGHT WEAPON$ )

ST »\krticle 3 ,
Prohlbltlon of transfer of small arms and
light weapons

1. . Member States shall banthe transfer of amall
arms and light weapons. and their
manufacturmg materials into their national
territory or___from/through__thelr national
territory. :

2. Member States shall ban, without exception,
..+ transfers of small arms and light weapons to
L« wnon-gtate .actors that are:nmot explicitly
fie, +authorised: by the. |mport|ng Member States.
RYM AL T :

Bie: mSmg erms and light weapons as defined in

adi o thisonvention shall-pot be deemed to be
s vageods: for the purpose. gi-Article. 45 of
ot iwaQQWAS Remsed 'l:reaty of 1993.

heteauy
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Article 4:
Conditions of Exemption

A Member State can request exemption from
the provisions of Article 3.1 in order to maet
legitimate national defence and security
needs, or to participate in peace support or
other operations in accordance with the
decisions of the United Nations, African
Union, ECOWAS, or other regional or sub-
‘regional body of which it is a member.

For the purpose of paragraph 1 of this article,
Member States shall establish and maintain
an effective system of export and import
licensing or authorisation, as well as of
measures on international transit, for the
transfer of small arms and light weapons.

Each Member State shali take such measures
as may be neoessary to ensure that licensing
or authorisation procedures are secure and
that the authenticity of licensing or
authorisation of the documents can be
verified and validated.

Article 5:
Procedures for Exemption

The request for exemption for an arms
transter is transmitted for examination to the

ECOWAS Executive Secretariat and must .

contain information on:

a) Details of the arme to be transferred:
The quantity, exact type and kind of
arms using ECOWAS classification
system, including alt serial numbers
and other marks;

b} Details of the supplier:
Full details {(name of company and
representative, address, and full
contact details) of -all companies and
individuals involved, mcluding brokars
where relevant :

c) Deialls"of"th'e'“'suppw:famce?ssf'

- Thie ‘humberahdperiod of shipments,
the:toutes: ineldding transit iocations,
“ihé typd of tranbporito:be used, all
companiesinvolved in importing,
- relgieismwaltliny end handiing, details
- 2of the Sragdeandimanagement of the
© i iaipnehilat baingtrariaterred, the
i@ pSnetl daveirsdibyié. activity for

which the sxemption i requested;

d). Details:obhe final.end user:
Name of individugl/company/institution
and reprgsentative responsible,
confirmation’ from rélevant national
authority that the end user is
authorised to |mport weapons;

e}  Details of the end use.

The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall
apply the criteria for Article 6 of this
Convention for exemption requests as well
as those of paragraph (a) of this Article.
Reasoned opinion of the ECOWAS Executive
Secretary shall be sent confidentially to the
Member State in order to confirm or refuse
the opinion given. The final decision of

" Member States shall be taken by consensus.

in the absence of a consensus, the
exemption request as well as the reasoned
opinion of the Executive Secretary shall be
submitted for a final decision to the ECOWAS
Mediation and Security Council.

The granting of an exemption shall be
transmitted to the Member State concerned
by the ECOWAS Executive Secretary through
the issuing of an exemption certificate. The
exemption certificate once issued must
accompany the request for an export or import
licence as well as the End-User-Certificate.

The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall
forward to the Member States information on
exemptions and refusals granted within 90
days. The- Exei:utlve Secretary shall also
compile and publish a comprehensive annual
report detailing all international arms
transfers granted exemptions, and a list of
refusals.

Article 6:
Cases for Refusal of Exemptions
for Transfers

A transfer shall not be authorised if:

a)  Authorisation on export, import, transit,
transhipment or brokering considered
~as donation has not been provided by

. all States directly concerned with the
lgransfer

b) Al the required information has not
been supplied to the ECOWAS
Executive Secretary;
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¢) The arms have not been marked

according to requirements under this -

Convention.

A transfer shall not be authorised if its
authorisation violates obligations of the
requesting Sates as well as those of Member
States, under international law inciuding:

a) Obligations under the Charter of the
United Nations, mclucling

i.  Binding resolutions of thé United
Nations Security Council such as
those imposing  arms

“embargoes; '

i. The prohibition on the use or
threat of use of force;

iii.  The prohibition on intervention
in the internal affairs of another
State.

b} Universally accepted principles of
international humanitarian law.

¢)  Any other treaty or decision by which
"~ the Member States are bound,
including:

i binding decisions, including .

embargoes, adopted by relevant
international, - multilateral,
regional and sub-regional
bodies;, such as the African
Union Peace and Security
+ . Council, towhich a State is party;

ii) prohibitions of arms transfers
that arise Il‘l particular treaties
which a Sta{e is party to, such
‘as OTTAWA Convention on
Antipersonr\et Mlnes tha 1980
Convention ~on - Certain
Conventlonal Weapons and its
Protocols EUAS

A transfer shail not be authorlsed if the arms
are destined to bhs usedr

a) for the wolatlon of mternatlonal
humanitarian law or infringement of
human and peqples’ rights and
freedoms, or for the purpdé@ ‘é‘f‘
oppression; ‘

b)  forthe commission of serious violations
- of international humanitarian law,
genccide or crimes against humanity;

¢} to worsen the internal situation in the
country of final destination, in terms of
=% provoking or - prolonging armed
conflicts, or aggravating existing

ERDRHEN R “tansions

"1’7“!{] \.(‘I

d) tq»_@é'rry}b”ﬂt ferrorist acts or support or
’ eneourage terrorism;
SRS IS A M; Hrm’ ;:‘*’u" ‘. r

= andfsebﬂrhy nbads‘bf ’théi bbﬁbﬁmary
“gountry; -

A t'ransfe'r shall not be authorised if it is
destined to:

a) be _used for or to facilitate the
commission of violent or organised
crime;

b) adversely affect regional security,
' endanger peace, contribute to
destabilising or  uncontrolled
accumulations of arms or military

- -Capabilities into & region, or otherwise

o ']contrlbu’te 40 regfonal instablllty,

¢) - ‘hinder ‘or obS*trUth sustamable

* development and tinduly divert human
and economic resources to afmaments
of the States involved in the transfer;

d) mvolye cofrupt practices at any stage,
frdmbsthe supplier through any
middlemen or brokers, to the recipient;

A transfer shall not be authorised if it is likely
to be diverted, within the transit' or importing
country or-be re-experted to unauthorized
uses or users or into the illicit trade;

The Executive Secrstary and afl Member
States shall provide elements of proof to
apply the criteria enunciated in paragraphs
1, 2, 8, 4 and 5 of the present:article and to
indicate the refusal of- exemptlon request

made by a'Meémber State.

s

;L xﬁ o
8 ’:‘ .
B

SiTyes e
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g CHAPTER ..
MANUFACTUBE OF SMALL ARMS
' AND LIGHT WEAPONS

. - -Article 7:
Control of the Manufacture
. of Small Arms and Light Weapons

1. Member States shall undertake to control the
manufacture of small arms and light weapons
within their national territories;

2. Each Member State shall regulate the
activities of local small arms and light weapons
manufacturers and shall undertake to adopt
strategies and policies for the reduction and/
or limitation of the manufacture of small arms
and light weapons so as to control the local
manufacture as well as their marketing in
ECOWAS region.

3. Member States shall undertake to draft an
exhaustive list of local manufacturers of small
amms and light weapons and the registration
of each of them into the national arms
registers;

4. Where production and/or assembly
capacities of small arms and light weapons
exist within the ECOWAS region, Member
States shall submit the data to the Executive
Secretary. This data shall include the type of
the arms and their quantity on their annual

- production.

Article 8 :
Measures of Control for Small Arms and
Light Weapons Manufacture

Without prejudice to the other measures that
Member States shail undertake to ensure the
effective control of the manufacturing of small arms
and light weapons on their national territory, a
request for the manufacture of small-arms and light
weapons shall not be granted if the requesting
person has not gwen mformatlon relatlng to:

a) Detanls of me -arms tq be manufactured
The quantity, exact typa and kind of arms
-using . ECOWAGS. classification: system,
including all seriaj- numbers and other
markings;

b) The procedure for marking, the procedure
for entering details of each small arm and
light weapon into the national small arms and

Qrmation on the

National Database and Fleglstgrs of Smalil

Arms and Light WGapons

Member States shall establish where they do
not exist already, national computerised
registers and database of small arms and
light weapons.

The following information shall be recorded
in the national registry:

a) Description of the product (type or
model, calibre} and guantity (if it
concerns a batch);

b) the content of the marking;
¢} the names and addresses of the former

and current owners and, when possible,
successive owners;

d) the date of registration;

e) information concerning each
transaction including:

i. the name and address of the
shipper, the intermediary (where
applicable), the consignee and
the user indicated on the end-

-usgricertificate;

ii.  the origin, the point of departure,
~ transit if any, and destination, as
~ well as the customs references

and the dates of departure,
transit and delivery to the end-
user. '

iii.  the export, transit and import
licence {quantities and batches
. corresponding .to the same
licence-as well as the validity of

the license)
vl detalls concermng the

o mbthod ‘of transport and
o '{ tl'afispbrter(s)

10
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v. the controlling agency or
agencies (at points of departure,
transit and entry),

vi. the nature of the transaction
(commercial, non-cammercial,
private or public, conversion,

repair);

vii. where applicable, the insurer
and/or the financial ‘institution
intervening in the transaction.

Records shall be permanently kept. im ttiee
register.

Article 1®:

ECOWAS Small Avmssand LigintWeepposs

Database and Registers

Member Staiies undertake 1o establish a sully-
regional database and register of small amms
and light weapons under the ECOWAS
Executive Secretary as a way of pnamrstiing
confidence.

The ECOWAS Executive Secretariat shall
develop im collaboration with the Néamhbiesr
States the procedures for the setting up and
management of the database and register
as well as the issues to be covered.

The Member States shall provide tthe
ECOWAS Executive Secretariat with all the
necessary information for the operation of
the sub-regional database and register of
small arms and light weapons. Member
States aiso undertake to fransmit an annual
report to the ECOWAS Executive Secretary
detailing their orders or purchase of emall
arms and light weapons.

The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall
present an annual report on the workings of
the sub-regional database and,register of
small arms and light weagrsd trie’ Summit
of Heads of State and Govermment.

Records shall be kept |m tne ‘régister
permanently. ,

Article 11:

Regjster of Armis for Peace (D)mafﬁim;

iRy
‘ -

Memiber States undertake to:

a) Establish a register of small armsand
light weapons, thelr ammmiinition anm

other related material destined for use
in peacekeeping operations both
inside andl outside the ECOWAS
territory, unian e ECOWAS Executive
Secretary, as a way of ensuring the
control of et off sl larmssanad
- - light weapons and their effective
withdrawal at the endl of peace
operations in wihitctin NééemhizeSiitbssanec

v participating.

b) Declare in this regard to the ECOWAS
Executive’ Secretariat all small aifms
andlight‘weapons-used .in peace
operations.

¢)- ! Declare to tiie- ECOWAS: Execulive
Secretary : all the :small ‘serms and ight
weapons seized, collected and/or
destroyed during peace operations on
their territory and in the ECOWAS
region.

The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall taie
the necessary measures to ensure tihe
adequate recording of the information
transmitted by the Member States
patticipating to peace operations.

Records -shall be permanently kept im ttiee
register.

Article 12

Dialogue with Menufieciurers and Suppliers

1

“The ECOWAS Executive Secretary and each

r&fite shalt -cooperation
and dialogue with national and interational
manukacivers and suppliers of arms as well
as with the competent international amdl
regional rganisations iin crdarttoeristirectenir
support, respect for and compliance with ttie
spirit and the letter of this Convention.

The ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall ke
the necessary measures to take advantage
of the information available from Member
States of the Wassenaar Arrangement, the
European Union andl aitiermanofdatiineesssmen
suppliers of arms, in order to strengthen the

effective implementation of this Convention.

KB \1or:
b &
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: Article 13: .
Prevention of and the Fight Against
corruption '

Member States shall institute appropriate and
effective measures for cooperation between
administrative departments concerned and law
enforcement agencies to curb corruption associated
with. the. illicit manufacturing of, trafficking in, illicit
possession and use of small arms and light
weapons.

CHAPTERYV
OPERATIONAL MECHANISM

Article 14:
Control of Possession of Small Arms and
Light Weapons by Civilians

1. . Member States shall prohibit the possession,
use and sale of light weapons by civilians.

2.  Member States shall regulate the possession,
use and sale of small arms by civilians.

3. Authorisations may be granted to permit
- individual possession of one or more small
arms and their ammunition in line with the
legistation of each Member State. Applications

for such authorisations shall be processed

by relevant national authorities. All applicants

must meet the relevant national authority in
person. The Executive Secretary shall
develop and communicate authorisation
procedures to the relevant national authority.

4. Member States underiake to implement a strict
control regime for civilian possession of small
- arms. The authorisation procedure will involve
. issuing a license from the relevant national
authority for each small arm used by a civilian.
Member States shall not grant an
authorisation if the applicant does not meet

" the followmg crrtena

- a) _ The requnred minimum age,
b) - Appllcant does not have cnmmal record

- -and has not-been. subject to morality
3 -mvestigatlon

c) | Proof ofa Iegmmate reason to possess,
carry or use for each small arms;

d) Proof that the prospective owner has
undergone safety training and

gidgaining Including training
Nrigns regarding small

' armsgt a brm *hr ;

e) " Proof tﬁaﬂh‘
a safe piace &F

ammunition.

n will be stored in
arately from its

Member States shall lmpose a:limit on the

number of weapons-a licence may cover and
require a ‘cooling-off' period of at least 21
days before an authorisation is granted for
the possession of each weapon. Member
States shall include an expiration. date on
each licence and authorisations shall be
subject to periodic review. Contravention of
regulations concerning possession of small

arms in private hands will allow the small arms

to be seizad by the authorities, the licence/
authorisation revoked, and adeguate
sanctions including penalties applied.

Member States shall include information

regarding the civilian possessicn of amall
arms within the national small arm database
and register established under Article 9 of
the present Convention;

Member States undertake to introduce
minimum penal sanctions for the illicit
possession and use of small arms and light
weapons and the carrying of unlicensed small

arms.

Article 15:
Vigitors’ Cenrtificates

Each Membérgtaté shall take the appropriate
measures demanding that visitors wanting to

. import temporarily small arms covered by this

Convention for the duration of their temporary
stay in the ECOWAS region, prepare in
advance an application including information
about the purpose, type and marking of small
arms to be imported into one of the ECOWAS
territories and to declare the arms on their
arrival. Such application shall be addressed
to the relevant authorities of the Membher
State concemed for decision.

ECOWAS Executlve Secretary shall issue
guidelmes on the procedures to be followed
commumcate them to the relevant

au ority.

If thefi'_iiéiq_tzié#t_:-ijs"approved. the competent

12
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national authorities shall issue to the visitors
an entry certificate and an exit declaration at
- the visitors’ arrival anll departure.

Ali certificates shall be recorded by the
Member States concerned in the national
small arms register referred to in
compliance. with the above mentsonéd

. Article 9.

Article16: . . .
Management and Security of Stockplles

Member States shall take the necessary
measures to ensure the safe and effective
management, storage and security of their
national stocks of small arms.and light
weapons;

To this effect, Member States shall establish
effective standards and procedures for
stockpile management, storage and security.
These standards and procedures shall
include:

a) appropriate site;

b)  physical security measures of storage
facilities;

¢) inventory management and record
keeping,

d) staff training;

'e) security during manufacture and
transportation;

f)  sanctions in case of theft or loss.

Member States shall ensure that stockpiles
of small arms and hght weapons by
manufacturers, dealers as wall as individuals
are securely stored in.accordance with the
appropriate standards and prcchures,

Member States shdll tnder
review, in accordance WIt natlg rlaws and
standards, the starage facilities and
conditions of small arms anq Iggj;gt =weapons
held by their ammed and Secuilty

other authorised badies in order . id
for disposal, surplus and ob olet si

The Executlve Secretary- shalt snsurs. ln :
" collaboration with Member" Staf&s. that -
effective standards and. pr_ocedurss for

- stockpile managemant of weapons collected::

in the context of peace operations are duly
observed.

. Article 17:
Collection and Destruction

s of Small Arms and nght Weapons

y a)_‘

Gy
o

= 0

S --MemberStates shatl undertake to collect and/
B ¢ destroy :

.the arms which are surplus to the
. national needs or have become
__obsolete;
"se?izsft" weapons;
.unmarked weapons,
3tII|c|tIy held weapons
e) ' 'arms collected |n the. |mplementatton

of peace accords or programmes for
the voluntary handing in of weapons,

All weapons so collected must be registered
and securely stored and or destroyed.

Member States undertake to promote ang/

~ or carry out programme of voluntary handing

in of weapons.

_Article 18:
Marking

For identification purposes,.ﬂg gmall arms and
light weapons, their ammunition and other
materials, conmdered as essential by the
supplier, shall be ass;gned a unique and
specmc markmg upon manufacture; this
markmg M mclude the. following elements:

For small arms anc_l Iigh't weapons covered
under this Convention; .
a)  “Classic marking” shall include a unique
~ serial number, the manufacturer’s
~ identity, as well as the identification of
_the country and year of manufacture.
Informatlon - concerning  the
purchaser s identity and the country of
~ destination should also be included if
_ known at the time of manufacture. The
_, markings shall ‘be expressed
o _alphanumencally They must be legible
and should be featured on a maximum
number of main parts of the weapon,
and at the very least on the part

o e, - designated by the manufacturer as
., @ssential as well as on one other
" important part of the arm;
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" b).

c)

"Security markmg shall be applied

. toall weapons produced after the entry
_into force of this Convention. This will

permit the identification of the weapons
in the event that classic markings have
been destroyed or falsified. Security

.markings must be undertaken on
- component. partc that are not easily

manipulated after the weapon’s
manufacture, and the falsification of
which would render the weapon
unusable;

Member States that import a small arm
that is not marked in accordance with
the provisions outlined under
paragraph a) and b) above shall:

i. Apply a classic marking if the
weapons were manufactured
before the entry into force of this
Convention;

ii. Apply a classic marking and a
security marking if the weapons
ware manufactured aftar the
entry intc force of this
Convention; failing this, the
weapons cannot be imported or
must be destroyed.

ii. If the importing country and the
- year of import are not known at
the time of manufacture, the
acronym of the importing State
and the year of importation are
marked by a competent
institution in the importing
country.

3. - For ammunition:

a)

The markings shall include a unique
lot number, the manufacturer’s identity,
as well as the country and year of
manufacture. Information conceming

" the purchaser’s identity end the

country of destination should also be

~_included if known at the time of
- .’manufacture. Thesé details must
% feature at least onte on the jacket (i.e.

rtridge) containing the powder or
liquid used in the emmunitior or
explosive. The markings shall be
expressed alphanumerically.

- b) :_:‘I?ne‘_;_smellesl.=amr_nun.ition p_abkaging

- shall include information outlined under

- Article 19:
Tracing .

- Member States shall exchange information

on illicit small arms and light weapons and
on seized small arms and light weapons, as
well as traffickirig in weapons that contravene

. international law. or the internal laws of the

.States in which the operations take place

- (condemnation . of the person or institution

implicated, sanctions, disposal, destruction
methods, neutralisation).

In the case of other small arms and light
weapons, Member States shall exchange the
following data on a regular basis:

a) oh manufacture (the marking system
and techniques used, and authorized
manufacturers),

b)  ontransfers (exports to and/or imports
from all other States, transits,
information available concerning
national legislation, existing practices
and controls, authorised dealers and
brokers});

¢) on existing stockpiles {management,
inventory, securily, surplus, losses,
theft, destruction).

. The Executive Secretary shall receive requeét

for exemption and shall act in accordance
with Ar‘mﬁb 5 of this Convention.

A Member Stats may initiate a tracing request
through the ECOWAS Executive Secretary
in relation to small arms and light weapons

" found within its territorial jurisdiction that it

oonsnders to be illicit.

To ensure smooth and effective cooperation
In tracing, requests for assistance in tracing
illicit small arms or light weapons will contain
sufficient information including, inter alia:

a) Information descnbmg the illicit nature
_ of the small arm and light weapon,

: mciudmg the legal justification thereof

* _&dnd circumstances under which the
small arm and light weapon was found;

14
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b) Markings, type, calibre and other
relevant information; - :

¢) Intended use of the infarmation belng
sought.

Member States receiving a tracing request
shall acknowledge receipt and shall process
it within a reasonable time frame. -

Member States shall provide reliable
responses to hacing requeois made by other

Member States within one month from the

date of receipt of the said request. -

In responding to a tracing request, the
requested Member States shall provide all
available information sought by the
requesting Member States that is relevant for
the purpose of tracing Illicit small arms and
light weapons.

The requested Memper States may seek
additional information from the requesting
Member States where a tracing request does
not contain the information required in
Paragraph 5 above.

Article 20:
Brokering

Member States sttall register all citizens and
all companies incorporated in their territory
that are brokering small arms and light
weapons, including financial agents and
transportation'agents on armament and ahall
make such registration a requirement for their
licit operation.

Member States shall ensure that all registered
small arms and light weapens brokering
agents obtain an explicit authorization for
each individual transaction in which they are
involved, irrespective -of where the
. arrangements take place.

Member States shall require that all small
arms and light weapons brokaring license
applications for authorisation provide full
disclosure of relevant import and: export
licences or authorisations and-agsbolated
relevant documents, the names-and-locations
of all brokering and shipping agents involved
in the transattion and the transit routes and
points of the small arms and- Iight‘weapons
shipments.

4,

Member States shall adopt such legislative
and other measures to punish and establish
as a criminai offence the illicit broharing ef
small arms and light weapons.

Brokering activities may be asseaged under
Articles 1 and 6 of the present Convention.

Article 21:

Harmonization of Legisiative Provisions

Member Siates shall undertake to revise end

-update national legislation to ensure that the

provisions in this. Convention are minimum

. gtandards for smallarms and: light: weapons

control and their ammunition as well as other
related mafetials.

Each- Member State shall adopt legislative
and other necessary measures to establish
as a criminal offence in the following cases:

a) any activity carried out in violation of
the provisions of this Convention;

b) any actlvity carried out in violation of

an arms embargo impossd by the

- United Nations, the African Union or
ECOWAS;

The Executive Secretary shall elaborate and
propose to Member States guidelines for
harmonization of legislative proviaions.

Article 22:
Strengthealng of Border Controls

.-"v’

Membeor States‘ In oollaborahon with the ECOWAS
Exetutiva Secretary. shall:

a)

b)

Strengthen sub-regional cooperation among
defence and security forces, intelligence
services, customs and border control officials
in combating the illicit circulation of small aimms
and light weapons.

-Enhancing the capacity of national defence

and security forces, law enforcemeat and
security agencies, including appropriate
training in investigative procedures, border
contsol and law enforcement techniques, and
upgrading of equipment and resources;

N5
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- Article 23: . _ The: Memise iglaborate their
Public. Education and Awareness National A Arms and Light
' Program‘mag_: Weapons

e
™

inthe interesf of promoting a cuiture of peace,
Member States shall design public/community

- education and awareness programmes at

local, national and regional levels in order to
involve ths papulation in the efforts to curb

-the proliferation of small arms and light

weapons.

Member States in this regard shall undertake
to develop and/or strengthen their
partnership with civil society organisations at
local, national and regional levels including
women, youth and others, for better
information and raise public awareness on
the dangers of the proliferation of small arms
and light weapons.

Member States shall encourage civil-scciety
organisations to play a leading role in creating
awarenees and education of the population.

CRAPTER VI

INSTITUTIONAL AND IMPLEMENTATION

ARRANGEMENTS

Article 24:
Member States

Within the framework of the implementation
of this Convention, the States Parties which
have not yet done so, shall establish through
regulation or legislation, a National
Commission in accordance with Article 51 of

the Protocol relating to the mechanism for

conflict prevention, management, resolution,
peace keeping and security and the decision
of the Authority of Heads of State and

. Governnmiem on December 10th, 1998 on the

establishment of National Commissions for

-the fight against the illicit proliferatlon and

circulation of light weapons.

The National Commissions. 'shall be

established according to the.. existing
~ ECOWAS guidslines:contained in the Manual

of procedures for National Commissions
prapared by ECOWAS

Member States shall allocate a budget line
to ensure effective fuhctinning of National
Commissions

R TR0 sk betyss
Such action plans shall bg«e@yslcped through
a national information gathering process

involving all relevant pationalsetakeholders
- including civil society;-angd:the:gonvening of

a national forum:.of all-stakeholders to
deliberate on the elements %o be Included in
the Natlonal Actlon Plan.. . ..

| Article 25:
‘Fhe ECOWAS Executive Sacratary

The ECOWAS Executive Secretary is

- responsible for supporting -and supervising
the application of the provisions of this

Convention. To this end, the ECOWAS

[Executive Secretary shall:

a) define and carry out the policy for
mobllising the necessary resources for
the impltementation of this Convention;

b) . provide the Member States with the
necessary financial and technical
support for the realisation of their
activities; .

c) ensure the monitoring and
‘implementation -of this Convention;

~d). - present an annual Report to the

Summit of Heads of State and
Government on the status of
implementatlon of the Convention.
e) if ECOWAS Executlve Secretary deems
- it necessary, refer a specific urgent
and/or serious question regarding the
application. of this Convention to the
"ECOWAS Maediation and Securlty
Council. S ;

The Executive Secretary shall develop a Plan
of action for the implementation of this
Convention and submitiit o the appreciation
of the Member. States: for. adoption, Such a

. plan shall outline. key: activities that need to
- be.implpmanted.(sudh; as: capacity building,

harmonizatien:of national legislation, border

- controj,;fpubllmmm raising, information
-exchgipge amang: National Commissions,

stran cnlr‘g st eanaclw of clvnl -society,
crgamsations, etc) .

16
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Member States shall take the necessary

measures to endow the ECOWAS Executive

Secretariat with the institutional and
operational ‘capacities appropriaie to the
respongibilitias given to the: Executive
Secretary by this Conventlon
Artiole 26:

Cooperatlon Within and Among Siates

Member States undertake:to promota intra
and inter-state cooperation.:in the
implementation- of thus Conventien To this
effect: S

a) the ECOWAS Executive Secretary shall
prepare procedures for-inter-state

" cooperation between security forces,

the services in charge of border
controlg and all other services

concerned, in the spirit of this .

Convention.

b) The ECOWAS Executive Secretary
shall facilitate and seek assistance for
the training of officials in intra- and
inter-state cooperation.

Article 27:
Complaint Procedure Concerning
Violation of this Convention

All congerns relating to the violation of this
Convention shall be brought to the attention
of the ECOWAS Executive Secretary who
would then submit such a complaint to the
ECOWAS Mediation and Security Council.

If the ECOWAS Mediation and Security
Council considers that thers is a breach of
the obligations under this convention, it shall
decide on.the appropriate measures to be
taken such as sanctions,Inquiry, study or
refer the matter to the: ECOWAS Court of
Justice.

This review procedure of complaints shail not
mean the impossibility for’d State or an
individual to refer to the. ECOWAS Court of
Justice if it notes a fallure in-the application
of this Convention.

Article 28:

Monitoring the Implementation of this

Convention

In brde} to ensure the monitoring of and

" compliance with the provisions of this

Convention, the Executive Secretary shall.

L sppoint a Group of Independent Experts who
.. ~supports him. The Group of Independent

Experts shall submit a report to the Executive
Secretary.

Member Sta;aa, upgn ;the request of the
Executive Secretary, shall provide the Group

-+ O Indapandent. Experts, with all. nnformation
o.-ah, t!heirr lsgo.sa] on. exempﬁon request.

; Th_e.G_roup of In_dep_andent Exper!_s may seek

any other information it shall deem useful for
its work in relation with Member States and
through cooperation with Member States of
the Wassenaar Arrangements, the European
Union and suppliers of arms.

Each Member State shall submit an annual
report to the ECOWAS Executive Secratary
on its activities related to small arms and light
weapons es well as other matters in relation
with this Convention, in accordance with the
format of report developed by the Executive
Secretary

A Conference of all Parties to the Convention
shall be convened by the Depositary as soon
as possible after the entry into foroe of this

- Convention. The Authority of Heads of State
- and -@dg@rnment of Member States shall

review the implementation of this Convention
and shall have further mandates as decided

. by Member States. Other Conferences of
_ Membar States shall be held as needed.

CHAPTER Vil

' GENERAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 29: i

Interpretatlon and Dispute Settlement

Any dlspute ansmg out of the mterpretanon

-and/or the. implementation of the Convention

shall be settled by way of negofiation or by
recourse to the ECOWAS Mediation and

- gsecurityCouncu S BN

_In the absence of a negouated settlement
the, dispute shall be brought before the
ECOWAS Court of Justice.
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~ Article 30:
- Speclal Provisions

The undertakings ensuing from the provisions of
this Convention shall not be interpreted as being
in contradiction to the spirit and letter of the
Conventions or Accords linking a Member State with
a third State ‘as long as these Conventions and
Accords are not in contradiction with the spirit and
fetter of this Convention.

-Article 31:
Sanctions

Sanctions mentioned in Article 77 of the ECOWAS
Revised Treaty are applicable to all Member States
whom the ECOWAS Coart of Justioa would have
~ found to be in violation of this Convention.

Article 32:
Final Provisions

A. Signature, Ratification, Accession and
Entry into Force

1. This Convention shall ke open for signature
to ECOWAS Member States. It shall be
subject to ratification.

2. It shall enter into force on the date of deposit
of the ninth instrument of ratification.

3.  For a signatory that ratifies this Convention
after the date of the deposit of the ninth
instrument of ratification, it shall enter into
force for that signatory on the date of deposit
of its instrument of ratification.

4. Any ECOWAS Member State that has not
signed this Convention shall be able to
accede te it. In this case, this Convention sheil
enter into force for that State upon the date
of the deposit of the instrument of accession.

B. Amendments

1.  Any amendment e this Conventlen proposeq
fi by a Membher State shall be submitted to the
ECOWAS Executivé Secretary who shall
notify the Member States -

2. Decision on the adoption of such an
~ amendment shsll le taken by the Confatence
" of Heads of State and Govemment by a two-
“' thirds majority of the Member States.

dpied ahall enter into
isElates who.are party to

thls Convenm:m rcﬁtrwmeipt by the
Depository-of theilnsinme oi-ratﬂlcatlon by
the majority of*Memben kg :
" é \i T

Withdrawal

Each Member State shall,~in.:exercising its
national sovereignty, have the right to
withdraw from this Convention If it decides
that extraordinary events related to the
subject-matter of this Convention, have
jecpardised its supreme interests.

Withdrawal shall be effected by a Member
State giving notice, which includes a
statement of the extraordinary events it
regards as having jeopardised its supreme
interest, twelve months in advance o the
Depositary. The Depository shall circulate

" such notice to all other Member States.

During the period of twelve months referred
to in the preceding paragraph, such Member
State shail nevertheless continue to observe
the provisions of this Convention.

Depository Authority

" This Convention shall be deposited with the

Executive Secretary of ECOWAS, who is
hereby designated as the Depository of the
Convention.

The Depositary shall:
e
a) Receive instruments of ratification;

b) Register this Convention with the
African Union, the United Nations, as
well as any other organisation as may
be decided by the ECOWAS Mediation
and Security Council;

c) Transmit authentic copies of this

Convention to all States in the
ECOWAS region, and shall notify them
of signatures.and ratifications and
accession. of this:Convention.

[T R e

i
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IN FAITH WHEREOF,
WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE
MEMBER STATES OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS)
HAVE SIGNED THIS CONVENTION

IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN. THE ENGLISN, FRENCH AND PORTUGUESE .LANGUAGES,
ALL TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC.

DONE AT ABUJA, ON 14TH DAY OF JUNE 2006.

H. E. ‘?émas onl YAYI .«..,’/// “HE. Biales COMPA
Presidegnt e Republic of BENIN< Chairman ouncil af Ministers

President of FASQ

------------------------------------------

Republic of CAPE VERDE S. E. DR. ALBERT MABRI TOIKEUSSE
Minister for African Integration '
Representing the President of the
Republic of COTE D'IVOIRE

....................................................................

H. E. ALIEU NGDM H. n Agye um KUFUOR
Minister of Trade, Industry and Employment, resident of the Flepubhc of GHANA
Representing the President of the

Republic of The GAMBIA

..........................................

H. E. Fatoumata Kaba SIDIBE H E. DE SOUSA - RUI DIA
Minister for International Coopaeration Minister, Presidency of Council of
Representing the President of the Ministers on Social Communication
Republic of GUINEA and Affairs

Representing the President of the
F‘gpublic of GUINEE BISSAU

‘19



June 2006

Vol. 49

I‘ é EL NJOHNSON-SIRLEAF

President of the Republic of LIBERIA

80 OU AZIZ SOW
Mlnlster for NEPAD, Economic
Integration in Africa & Good
Govemance Policy - -
Representing the Presldent of the
Republic of SENEGAL

H. E. Ami ou Toumanl TOURE
- President of the Republic of MAL!

H. E. Olusegun OBASA 0 GCFR
President and Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces of the Federal
Republic of NIGERIA

T D
President of the Republic of
SIERRA LEONE
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SUPPLEMENTARY PROTOCOL A/SP.1/06/06
AMENDING THE REVISED TREATY

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES,

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8, and 9 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Authority of Heads of State
and Government and defining its composntion and
functions;

MINDFUL of Article 90 of the ECOWAS Treaty
relating to the amendment and revision of the
revised Treaty of the Ecohomic Communlty of West
African States;

MINDFUL of Protoco! A/P.1/12/01 amending Article
1, 3, 6 and 21 of the said Treaty of the Economic
Community of West African States;

MINDFUL. of Regulation C/REG.15/01/03
establishing the Ad hoc Ministerial Committee on
the harmonization of Community legislative texts,
particularly in its Article 2, which directed that the
Committee shall undertake a critical review of the
revised ECOWAS Treaty, Protocols and
Conventions, with a view to endowing the
Community with modern legal instruments whose
interpretation shall contribute to the acceleration
of the integration process;

MINDFUL of the recemmendations of the mesting
of the Ad hoc Ministerial Committee on the
Harmonization of Community Textsheld on 19 June
2003, particularly those concerning corrections to
be made to the shortcomings observed in the
Treaty which can impede integration;

MINDFUL of the report of the fiftieth session of the
Council of Ministers which adopted the
recommendations of the Ad hoc Ministerial
Committee referred to above and requested the
Executive Secretariat to take urgent measures to
amend the Revised Treaty, with a view to adopting
a new legal regime for Community Acts and more
appropriate deadlines for the entry into force of
certain texts;

BEARING in mind Decision A/DEC. 12/8/97 relating
to the frequency and venue of ECOWAS Summits
and Decision A/DEC.27/01/06 on the organization
of the ECOWAS Chairmanship.

MINDFUL of Paragraph 50 of the Final Communiqué
of the twenty-fitth Session of the Autherity which
directed the Executive Secretariat te undertake a

study on the enhancement of the powers to the
Community Parliament;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.6/1/05 on the
modalities for Implementation of Article 6 of the
Protocol relating to the Community Parliament;

MINDFUL. of the Final Communiqué of the twenty-

eighth session of the Authority of Heads of State

and ‘Government in which the Heads of State and

‘Govemment issued the directive that the Executive

Sscretariat should be transformed, with a view to
enabling it to adapt to the intemational environment
and nbre"suecessfully fulfill its role In the sub-
regiohal m‘feﬁrhtion brocess, L

MINDFUL of Declsion A/DEC. 16/01/06 transforming
the Executive Secretariat into a Commission;

MINDFUL of the repert of the fifty-fifth session of
the Council of Ministers which called for e
harmonization of terms of office of all Statutory
Appointees in all the Community institutions and
requested the Executive Secretariat to produce a
global schedule of rotation of Member States in
statutory positions in the Commission;

CONSIDERING the need to amend some of the
provisions of the Revised Treaty in order to

effectwely :mplement the above directives;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS
ARTICLE1 %

The terms “Exgcutive Secretarlat”, “Executive
Secretary” an eputy Executive Secretary”
wherever they appear in the Revised Treaty are
hereby replaced by the terms “Commission of the
Economic Community of West African States”,
“President of the ECOWAS Commission” and
“Commissioners” respectively.

ARTICLE 2

Articles 8, 9, 10 (2}, 12, 17, 18, 19, 22(1), 79, and
83 are hereby abrogated and replaced by new
provisions as follows:

New article 8: Sessions and chairmanship of
the Community

1. l‘ﬂ'he Authority ghall meet at least twice a year
in ordinary session. An extraordinary session
may be convened by the Chairman of the
Authority or at the request of a Member State,

21
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2.  Supplementary Acts, Regulations, and
Directives shall -enter into forée after
publication by the Commiasion on-a date

_ ~spec:fled thereln i

3.- Decisions shall be communltcated to the
persons designated -tharein ant el enter
into effect on the date of the’ natlti%ation

New Article 17: C B g

The Commission:
composltion o : Lot

1. There is: hereby astabhshed a GOITIITIISSIOn
of the Economic Communlty of West African
States. co

2.  The Commission .shall have. .nine
Commissioners namely: the President, the
Vice President, seven - (7) " .other
Commissioners and such other staff as may
be required for the smooth functioning of the
Communlty

3. Whenever it is deemed necessary, the
Authority may decide to restructure the
Commission and modify the number of
Commissioners.

New Article. 18;

Appointments

1. The President of the Comission ‘shall be

appointed by the Authority for a single four-
year term. The appointment shall be done to
‘ensure that Member Statés c¢an successively
occupy the position of Pres:dent

2. The President of the Commission ehall be a
person of proven competénce and integrity,
with a global vision of political and economic
problems and regional Intégration.

3. a  The Vice-President, Commissioners
and statutory appointees in other
Institutions shall be appointed by the
Council ~ of ~Ministers ..on the
recommendation of the Ministerial
Committes  on the Séledtion and
Evaluation of the Performance of
Statutory Appointeses following the
interview of the three (3) candidates
nominated by their respective Member
States to whom the posts have been
allocated.

i ond el

establishmsnt and gwoivinkz s
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“b° The Commissioners shall be appointed
-~ fora single four-year term. During their
“term of office, the members of the
Commiission may not be removed from -
their posts except in cases of serious

st 7 misconduct or incapacity. -

‘The miembers of the Commission shall
act independently in the exercise of
.their functions, in the overall interest
“gf theé Community. They shall neither
= 0ii Solidit ner redeive indtructions from any
it sitiw Bk @@&hl’ﬁéﬂtor dxtental body. Member
s e sl fgspedtthe-independence
of the merab@is GithbBbmmission. At
- the beginning.of: their term of office,
SHNRERRY z‘*fﬁfarrtﬁﬁfﬁmlh@ Gﬁfﬁﬁtmwﬁallta&e
LA R Gt ol OHIEE 10 e HdMinistered by
oot thel President of thé: Colift of Justice at
-a Session of the Council of Ministers.
However, the oath of office of the
President shall be administered by the
- President of the Court of Justice at a
Session of the Authority of Heads of
State : and - Government. The
Commissioners by this oath undertake
- to discharge their duties independently
~and honestly and shall not undertake
- any' other: professional activity during
their term of office, whether such
activity is:'mrﬁumtw orinotY seiit

*mT(a)tt ﬂtﬁaﬁmmmmewthwmm 6t tile

‘ Sldéﬁtbls takerby thistAuthority

and that of all other statutory

.- appointees, by the Council of Ministers.

Dismissal of Judges of the Community

Court of Justice shall be cafried out by

- "the Authority uponthe recommendation

of a Community Judicial Council to be

established by the Authority. In the

- event of interruption of the mandate of

- a member of the Commission, the

‘. Commissioner -concerned shall be

- ‘replaced for the outstanding duration

- -bbhis or herterm of office by-a national

“ig s o that country. Except in cases of
w»  dismissal; members of the Commission

i ‘shall remain at their posts untal they are

% . -raplaced 2

o (e) '--?I'he ‘mambers bt the management of
w0 te BCOWAS Bank for investinent and
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Development (EBID) and its
subsidiaries. shall be appointed on the
basis of the Rules and Reguiations in
force in these institutions.

{f)  The statutory appointees of the other
- Community institutions shall be
appointed for a single four-year term

of office.

(9) Vacancies shall be advertised in all
Member States to which the statutory
posts have been allocated, with the
exception of the post of President of
the Commission.

Representation of Member States within the
management cadre of Community institutions
shall be based on a transparent, equitable
and predictable System of rotation adopted
by the Authority.

In appointing professional staff for the
Community, due regard shall be had, subject
to ensuring the highest standards of
efficiency and technical competence, to
maintaining equitable geographical
distribution of posis and gender balance
among nationals of all Member Siates.

New _Artlclo 19: Functions

1.

Unless otherwise provided in the Treaty,
Protocols and Supplementary Acts, the
President of the Commission shall be the
Principal Officer of the Community and the
Chief Executive Officer of the Commission.

The President of the Commission shall
coordinate the activities of the Community
Institutions and shall be . the legal
representative of the Community.

Without prejddice ta the general scope of his
responsibilities as. provided under Article 19
of the Revised Treaty, the President of the
Commission shall be responsible for the
external relations of the Commission,
international cooperation, strategic planning
and policy analysis of regional integration
activities within the sub-region.

The Commission snall exercise its powers to
ensure the smooth functioning of the
Community and protect the overall interest
of the Community. To this end, it shall submit

to thqgmmmtg@d Council any
:_fwdeem necessary to

' a mg Qommumty

Tha Cdmmissioh shall formuiate proposals
that will enable_the;Autherity and Council to
take decisions-on.the,main orientations of
policies of Member: Statas and the Community.

The Commission may, in consultation with the
ECOWAS National Units, request all the
institutions and national bodias for any useful
information, organize necessary
consultations with the institutions and national
bodies where it is convinced that such
information and consultations may assist it
in the accomplishment of its mission.

New Article 22, new paragraph 1:

Technical Committees: establishment and
composition

a)

b)

The technical Commissions established in
accordance with Aricle 22 of the Revised
ECOWAS Treaty are henceforth referred to
as Technical Committees.

The lollowing Technical Committees are
hereby established:

(iy  Administration and Finance;

(i) Agriculture, Environment and Water :
Resoatirces;

(iii) Hu'rr:a;‘\:“énd Gender Development;
(iv) Infrastructure;

(y) Macro economic policies;

(vi) Political Aftairs, Peace and Security;

(vii)

Trade, Customs, Free Movement of
‘Persons; - . -«

Legel and 'Judic‘iaﬁifAﬂairs;
. P UL TOURTEN
() Communicaimn ,and Information

(vili)
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New Article 7_9:

Relations between the Community and other
regional economic Communities

1. The President of the Commission may
conclude cooperation agreements with other
regional communities, with a view to ensuring
effective realization of regional mtegratlon
objectives.

2. Such cooperation agreements shall be
brought to the immediate attention of the
Council of Ministers through the Chairman
of Council.

Article 83, new paragraph 3:
Cooperation Agreements

Cooperation on agreements to be concluded in
accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 1 and
2 of Article 83 of the Revised Treaty shall be
concluded by The President of the Commission who
shall fulfill the conditions stipulated under new Article
79(2) above.

" ARTICLE 3
Article 13 is hereby amended as follows:
New Article 13

1.  There Is hereby established a Parliament of
the Community.

2. The Community shall ensure the effective
involvement of the Parllament in decision-
making.

3. The methed of election of the Members of
the Community Pariament, its composition,
functions, organization as well as modalities
for its involvement in decision-making shall
be defined in a Protocol relating thereto.

ARTICLE 4

1.  The present Supplementary Protocol shalt
enter into force provisionally upon signature
by the Heads of State and Government.
Consequently, signatory ECOWAS Mamber
States undertake to begin to implement its
provisions. '

2. The present Supplementary Protocol shall
enter into force definitively upon ratification
by at least nine signatory Member States in
accordance with the constitutional rules in
force in each Member State.

3. The present Supplementary Protocol shall be
annexed to the Revised Treaty of which it
shall form an integral part.

ARTICLES

Member States shall adopt constitutional, legislative
and regulatory provisions to ensure full application
of the present Supplementary Protocol.

ARTICLE6

Notwithstanding the provisions of new Article 9
ahove, all Community Conventions, Protecols,
Decisions, Regulations and Resolutions of the
Community-made since 1975 and which are still in
force shall remain valid-and in force, except-where
they are incompatible with the present
supplementary Protocol.

ARTICLE?7

The present":S.'f@ptementary Pretocol and all
instruments of ratification shall be deposited with
the Commission which shall transmit certified true
copies of this Sugplenientary Protocol to all Member
States and notify them of the dates of deposit of
the instruments of ratification and shall register this
Supplementary Protocel and instrumente of
ratification with the African Union, the United
Nations Organization, and such other organizations
as the Council may determine.

IN FAITH WHEREOF,
WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS)
HAVE SIGNED THIS SUPPLEMENTARY PROTOCOL.

IN SINGLE ORIGINAL IN THE ENGLISH, FRENCH ND POFITUGUESE LANGUAGES
ALL TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC.
DONE AT ABUJA,

THIS 14TH DAY OF JUNE 2006
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Repubiic of CAPE VERDE

seamnrssserniossifonfroacionnrannsacsninnes

H. E. ALIEU. NGUM
Minister of Trade, Industry and Employment
Representing the President of the
Republic of The GAMBIA

" H.E Fatoumata Kaba SIDIBE

Minister for Iritemational’ Uooperatlon‘
Representing the President of the

' Flepubllc of GUINEA e

H.E. ELLEN JOHNSQN-SIRLEAF

President of the Fiepublic of LIBEI'-'HA L

s Auihoréi";
e rniation i
Hduwa“

L

S. E. DR. ALBERT MABRI TOIKEUSSE
Minister for Aftican Integration
Representing the President of the ..
Republlc of COTE D’IVOIRE

Agyekum KUFUOR
sident of the Republic of GHANA

H.E. DE SOUSA- RUIDIA e

Minister, Presidency of Council of

Ministers on Social Q@mmqnigq,tion o

and- Affairs - soant ylirek T o
. Representing the Rmﬂiﬂg@hpf,tha o
- Flepubltc of GUINEERMW

Lroaion B oni Denil

Tu
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H. E. Olusegun OBASANJO, GCFR

" President and Commander-in-Chief

&4 %v0f the ‘Armed:-Forces of the Federal
R Ep "uev of NIGEHIA

------------------------------------------

H. E. ABDOU AZIZ SOW CHLUE, Al (M)Ahmad'l’elan KABBAH
Minister for NEPAD, Economic - 7 Prasident of the Republic of

Integration in Africa & Good _ _SIERFIA LEONE

-~ Governance Policy

Representing the President of the

Republic of SENEGAL

H. E.*Faure Essozimna GNASSINGBE
President of the TOGOLESE Republic

T .




June 2006

ECOWAS Official Joumgl

Vol 49

SUPPLEMENTARY PROTOCOL A/SP.2/06/06
AMENDING ARTICLE 3 PARAGRAPHS 1,2 AND
4, ARTICLE 4 PARAGRAPHS 1, 3 AND 7 AND
ARTICLE 7 PARAGRAPH 3 OF THE PROTOCOL
ON THE COMMUNITY COURT OF JUSTICE

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES,

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Authority of Heads of State
and Govermnment and defining its composition and
functions;

MINDFUL of Articie 33 of Protocol A/P.1/7/21 on the
procedure for amending the Protocol on the
Community Court of Justice;

MINDFUL of Supplementary Pretocol A/SP.1/1/05
amending the Protocol on the Commumty Court of
Justice;

MINDFUL of the directives contained in the final
reports of the fifty-third and fitty-fiith eessions of
the Council of Ministers on the restructuring of the
Community Court of Justice;

RECALLING that the aforementioned directives
provided that the Court should be restructured in
such a way as to enable the Judges devote
themselves to their main duties;

RECALLING also that the same directives aiso
provided that with the restructuring, the Court shall
be equipped with an organizational chart which will
enable it perform its duties optimally, ensure
harmonization of tenure with statutory positions in
other Institutions of the Community and include the
position of judge in the general plan for rotating
statutory posts among member States;

CONSIDERING the need to appoint to the
Community Court of Justice competent judges, who
can contribute, through the quality of their decisions,
{o the development of Community Law, capable of
consolidating and speeding up the regional
integration process;

CONSIDERING also .the need to ensure that the
judges of the Community Court of Justice are
persons of high moral standing upon assumption
of duty and to guarantee that this quality is
maintained by the judges throughout their term of
office;

CONCERNED with providing the Community Court

of Justice with furictional organs and suitable
human resources;

DESIROUS of adoptmg reoruutment modalities
based on criteria which woufél allow for selection
and appointment of the most suitable persons as
judges of the Community Court of Justice and to
adopt any measure - that- will enhance the
functioning of the Court; -

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS:
ARTICLE 1
All references to “Execufiva Secrelariat” and
“Executive Secretary” in Protocol A/P.1/7/91 are
hereby deleted and substituted respectively with
“Commission” and “President”.
ARTICLE 2

Article 3, paragraphs' 1, 2 and 4 of Protocol

A/P.1/7/91 are amended as follows:

Article 3, new Paragraph. 1

The Court shall be composed of seven (7)
independent judges selected and appointed by the
Authority from nationals of the Member States who
are persons of high moral character and possess
the qualification required in their respective
countries for appointment to the highest judicial
offices, or are jurisconsults of recognized
competence in international law, particularly in
areas of Community Law or Regional Integration
Law. Furthermore, candidates to the posts of Judge
of the Community Court of Justice shall have a total
of no less than M,e)ty {20) years professional
exparience. '

Article 3, new Paragraph 2

The members of the Court shall elect a President
and Vice-President from among their numbers who
shall serve in those capacities for renewable terms
of two (2) years. No two (2) members of the Court
shall be nationals of the same Member State.

Article 3, new Paragraph 4

1.  The Authority shall allocate vacant posts to
Member Sta@eWﬂlﬂgL :Councit of the
Community a8 ot the :Chief Justices
of th ;Suprsm& okrs of Member States to
whiclitthe posts M'nat been allocated, or

- their reprew ' ¥, shall select three (3)
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candidates per country from arﬂt)ng fHé“ #he il
nationals of the countries to which ‘the t&’"

IR

have been allocated. The Judicid

shall also interview the canhdidfdfels’ gﬁd

propose their appointments by the Authorlty
of Heads of State and Governirient'thféGgh "
the Council of Ministers, ' " 25w

2. The compositicn and modalltles fo’i‘i“fhé
functioning of the Judicial CBUHcIFEHhé"
Community for the recruitment of Judges shall
be defined in a decision of the Authority.

ARTICLE 3
1. There is hereby established & 'BureauiEWithin

the Court which shall comprise.thrae (3)
members of the Court namely: The.Prasident,

the Vice-President and the oldest and longest -

serving judge of the Court.

2. The functions of the Bureau shall be defined
in a Regulation of the Council of Ministers.

ARTICLE 4

Article 4, Paragraphs 1, 3 and 7 of Protocol
A/P.1/7/91 are amended as follows:

Article 4, new Paragraph 1

Members of the Court shall be appointed for a non-
renewable four (4) year term.

Article 4, new Paragraph 3

At the expiration of the term of a member of the
Court, the said member shall remain in office until
the appointment and assumption of office of his
sSucCcessor. :

Anrticle 4, new Paragraph 7

1.  Cases of discipline of judges and cases of
inability to perform the functions of a Judge
- by reason of physical or mental disability of
members of the Community Court of Justice,
shall be brought before the Judicial Council

of the Community for consideration.

2. The composition and modalities for the
functioning of the Judicial Council of the
Community in disciplinary matters shall be
defined by a decision of the Authority.

ARTICLE S

,..h:..;ﬂurti;cle"t’ paragraph 3 of Protocol A/P.1/7/91 is
- amanded as follows:

bk Article 7, new Paragraph 3

"I case of resignation of any member of the Court,

the President of the Court shalt inform the President
of thie Commission who shall report to the Chairman
“ of the' Judicial Councit of the Community. The
Judicial Council of the Community shall recommend
a replacement in accordance with the selection
procedure defined under Article 1 of this
Supplementary Protocol. Themew Judge shall serve

f‘?{éﬂ :':. e

AFﬂ'lCLEB
Article 3 paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 and Article 4

- paragraphs 2, 6 and 7 of Protocol A/P.1/7/01 as

well as all other provisions that are incansistent with
the provisions of this supplementary Protocol are
hereby abrogated.

ARTICLE7

The provisions of Article 2 of this Supplementary
Protocol relating to the criteria for short-listing
candidates for the position of judge and procedure
for their appointment, shall apply whenever a
vacency arises in the Community Court of Justice.

ARTICLES

1.  This Supplementary Protocol shall come into
forae provisippally upon its sngnature by the
Heads o tate - and ~ Government.
Consequently, sugnatoty Member States, the
Community Court of Justice and the
Commission undertake to begin fo implement
its provisions.

2.  This Supplementary Protocol shall come into
force definitively upon its ratification by at
least nine (9) signatory States in aecordance
with the Constitution of each Member State.

ARTICLE 9

This Supplementary Protocal and all its instruments
of ratifigation shall be deposited at the Commission
which 'shall transmit certified copies of this
Supplementary Protocol to all Member States, notify
them offthe date of deposit of the instruments of
ratification and register this Supplementary Protocol
with the African Union, United Nations Organization
and any other organization as may be decided by
Council.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, .
WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNM

ENT DFTHE

ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES;{(ECOWAS)
HAVE SIGNED THIS SUPPLEMENTARY PROTOCOL. .

IN SINGLE ORIGINAL, IN THE FRENCH, ENGLISH AND PORTUGUESE LANGUAGES

THE THREE (3) TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC.

v

DONE AT ABUJA,

..........................................

Republic of CAPE VERDE

H.E. ALIEU M
Minister of Trade, Industry and Employment,

Representing the President of the
Republic of The GAMBIA

H. E. Fatoumata Kaba SIDIBE
Minister for International Cooperation
Representing the President of the
Republic of GUINEA I

THIS 14TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006

H. E. Blaise
Chairman ofthé Coun

of Ministers

 President of FASO

.............................

. E. DR. ALBERT MABRI TOIKEUSSE
Minister for African Integration
Representing the President of the
Republic of COTE D'IVOIRE

Sident of the Republic of GHANA

H. E. DE SOUSA =~ RUI DI
Minister, Presidency of Council of

‘Ministgrs on Social Communication

and Affairs B
Représenting’ the’ Prasident of the
Republic of GUINEE BISSAU

. ‘.’ : E Lo o

SRR
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;
A o g AR
H. E’ELLEN JOHNSON-SIRLEAF H. E. Amadou Toumani TOURE
President of the Republic of LIBERIA President of the Republic of MALL
)
WE famaddu TANDJA H. E. Olusegun OBASANJO, GCFR
resident of the Republic of NIGER : . President and Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces of the Federal
Republic of NIGERIA -
H.E.ABDOUAZIZSOW /ﬁ"/ H. E. Alh. (Dr.) Ahmad Tejan KABBAH
Minister for NEPAD, Economic ' President of the Republic of
Integration in Africa & Good SIERRA LEONE

-Governance Policy
Representing the President of the
Republic of SENEGAL .
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SUPPLEMENTARY PROTOCOL A/SP.3/06/06
AMENDING PROTOCOL A/P.2/8/94 RELATING TO
THE COMMUNITY PARLIAMENT

HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES,

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Authority of Heads of State
and Government and defining its composition and
functions;

MINDFUL of Articles 6 and 13 of the said Treaty
relating to the Institutions of the Community and
the establishment of the Community Parlioment
respectively; '

MINDFUL of Protocol A/P.2/8/94 relating to the
Community Parliament;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.6/03/06 adopted by
the twenty ninth session of the Authority of Heads
of State and Government relating to modalities for
the effective implementation of Article 6 of Protocol
A/P.2/8/94 relating to the Community Parliament;

MINDFUL of Regulation C/REG.20/01/05, giving
directives for the restructuring of the Community
Parliament to pemit its effective participation in the
ECOWAS decision-making process and to create
the necessary synergy and cooperation between
it, the Parliament of Member States and the
Institutions of the Community, with a view to
complementing efforts at accelerating the process
of integration;

RECALLING that the above mentioned directives
were aimed at establishing a restructured
Parliament with a distinct Political arm and an
administrative wing adequately staffed by
competent professional and administrative
personnel that wlll provide the necessary
administrative services for the work of the members
of the Parliament;

DESIROUS of enhancing the performance of the
Community Parliament and progressively
transforming its mandate from advisory to co-
decision, upon the election of its members by direct
universal suffrage;

DESIROUS of establishing greater harmony
between the activities of the Parliament and
Caommunity Programmes;

DESIROUS of amending relevant provisions of

Protocol A/P2/8/94 relating to the Community
Parliament to ach__ie’vié}hbgbove stated objectives.

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS:
ARTICLE1
All references to “Executive Secretariat” and
“Executlve Secretary”.in-Protocol A/P.2/8/94 are
hereby deleted and substituted respectively with
“Commlssiqn ”and “President”.
ARTICLE2
The following terms shall be added to those
enumerated in Article 1 of Protocol A/P.2/8/94 and
shall be defined as follows:

“Protocol” means Protocol A/P.2/8/94 and its

-amendments as contained in this Supplementary

Protocol amending Protocol A/P.2/8/94 relating to
the Community Parliament and other amendments
as may be made from time to time; *

“Conference of Bureaux” means the Conference
of Bureaux referred 10 under Atrticle 16 of this
Supplementary Protocol;

“Committes of Selection” means the Committee
constituted at the beginning of any legislature by
the Plenary to assist the Bureau in composing
members of each Standing Committee;

“Standing Committees of Parliament” means
Parliamentary Carfyittees established to reflect the
areas of competence covered by the ECOWAS
Technical Commissions established by the
ECOWAS Treaty;

“The Secretariat of the Parliament” means the
General Secretariat of Parliament referred to under
Article 16 of this Supplementary Protocol,

“Secretary General” means the officer appointed
in accordance with Article 16 of this Supplementary
Protocol;

ARTICLEQ
Articles 3, 4, 6, 7-2(1), 14-1(3), 14-1 (b), 14-1(c);

15, 16, $9 and 21 are deleted and replaced as
follows:

32
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New Article 3
Designation

The House of Representatives of the Peoples of
the Community shall be designated:

“ECOWAS PARLIAMENT”
New Article 4
The Life of the Legislature

The life span of the Ledislature shall be four (4)
years from the date of its inauguration by the
Chairman of the Authority;

Article 7 - New Paragraph 2 (1)
Terms of Office

“Representatives shall be elected for a period of
four (4) years from the day of swearing-in. Their
mandate shall, without any exception, end on the
last day of the legisiature.”

New Article 14 - Paragraph 1(a)

The first Session of each new legisiature shall be
convened by the current Chairman of the Authority
upon the recommendation of the President of the
Commission.

New Article 14 - Paragraph 1(b)

The President of the Commission shall, three (3)
months prior to the end of each legislature request
Member States to elect their Parliamentarians to
the Community Parliament in accordance with Article
15(6) of this Protocol.

New Article 14 - Paragraph 1(c)

The President of the Commission shall, upon
receiving the names of at least three-quarter of the
Members of Parliament forwarded by the States,
inform tha Chairman of Authority accordingly who
shall take necessary measures to convene the
Parliament.

New Article 15
ELECTION OF THE SPEAKER

1.  The Speaker is elected for the life of the
Legislature. '

2.  The position of Speaker shall be allocated to
Member States by the Authority in line with
an established rotational System based on
an alphabetical order of States.

3.  Aill Members of Parliament from the Member
: State to which the position has been allocated
shall be eligible to contest the position.

4. The modalities for the election of the Speaker
shall be as defined in the Rules of Procedure
of the Parliament.

FUNCTIONS OF THE SPEAKER

4.  The Speaker shall:

a) Preside over all proceedings of
Plenary, Bureau and Conference of
Bureaux and in his absence, a Deputy
Speaker in the order of their
precedence takes over.

b) Be the Chief authorizing officer of the

budget of the Parliament and may

designate financial management to the

Secretary General in line with the

financial regulations of the Community.

However, at the expiration of the life of

the legislature, the outgoing Speaker

loses his powers as the Chief

Authorizing Officer of the Parliament.

Notwithstanding the provisions of

articles 7-2(1) above, the Speaker

continues to carry out ceremonial
dutied “fftil the election of a new

Speaker.

c) Open, suspend or close the sitting of
Pariiament.

d) Determine the admissibility or
otherwise of papers brought to the
Parliament.

@) Follow up on the implementation of the

decisions of the Bureau and
Parliament.

f) - Represent Pasliament in relations with
.. other ECOWAS Institutions and third
- parties. :

BP

Appoint, on the recommendation of the

Secretary-General, locally recruited
~ personnel in conformity with the

ECOWAS Staff Regulations.

)
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h) Perform any other duties incidental
to . -these functions. (Political,
diplomatic, protocol and ceremonial).

For the duration of the transitional period of
the Parliament and pending election of its
Representatives by direct universal suffrage,
the Speaker shall not be resident at the Seat
of Parliament.

ECOWAS Parliamentarians shall be elected
by the naiional assemblies of Member States
and their names shall be communicated to
the President of the Commission at least one
month before the end of the legislature to
ensure the timely installation of the next
legislature.

New Article 16

STRUCTURE OF THE PARLIAMENT

1.

The Parliamant shall have political and
administratiVe wings.

The structures of the polltlcal wing are as
follows:

«  The Plenary
. The Bureau of Parliament
- The Conference of Bureaux

The Plenary

The Plenary shali be the highest body and
its decisions shall be binding on other
structures of the Parliament. As an advisory
Parliament, the Plenary adopts all

- Resolutiotts of Parliament which are to be

forwarded to the decision-making bodies of
the Community. The Plenary shall however
be guided by the provisions of the Treaty and
all other legal text of general apphcatlon to
Community Institutions.

The _Bureau

The Bureau shall he the govarning organ of
the Parliament. Its decisions shall be in

cconformity with the provisions of the Treaty

and ali other legal texts-of general application
to Community Instltutlons

The Bureau shall comprise the Speeker, the
first Deputy Speaker, the Second Deputy
Speaker, the Third Deputy Speaker and the
Fourth Deputy Speaker.

B.1

PEAgE o e o e

The tenurs:of all;Peputy Speakers shall be
the same as.the Speaker, and their elections
shall be conducted in accordance with the
Rules of Procedure of the Parliament.

In the absence.'.ai.the Speaker the Deputy
Speakers shall pres:de in their order of
precedence. o

Functions of the Bureau
The Bureau shall have the following functions:

a) Determine with.the Conference of
Committees Bureaux and the Speaker,
the draft agenda and all programmes
or business of the session, taking into
account the approved Community
programmes.

b) Authorize meetings, hearings, fact
finding and study tours of Committees
away from the headquarters.

c¢)  Determine, with the assistance of the
Selection Committee, the composition
of the Standing Committees. In carrying
out this assignment, due regard shall
be given to linguistic, gender balance
and nationality.

d)  Subject to the provisions of the Treaty
: regarding the mandate of the Council,
the Bureau shall.

Lo
i, Maint&#h at all times a structure that
clearly enhances the synergy
between the political and the
administrative wings of Parliament

ii. Issue general guidelines and policy
directions for the management and
administration of the affairs and

- -facilities. of the Parliament and its
organs, .in - accordance with
Community rules, : -

ii.  Regulate the:procedures relating to
the internal organization of the
Parliament and its organs in
&){, accordance with Community rules.

iv. Berregponsgible-for prescribing
guidelines for the annual budgets
Wwithip-the limits.set out by the
President of the Commission.
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v.  Consider the draft budgst and
present it to the appfropriate
committee. !

vi.  Appoint the Se:zréta‘rY’-General and
the Directors and approve the
appointment of profegsional staff on
the recommendation of the relevant
Advisory Committes on reciuitment.

vii. Undertake any other function as
may be prescribed by the Plenary
and consistent with Community
texts.

The Conference of Committees’ Bureaui

The Conference of Committees’ Bureaux
shall be composed of the Speaker, Chairmen

or Deputy Chairmen and the Rapperieur of

each of the Standing Committees.
The Conference shall:

a. be the organ of Parliament that shall
represent all committees collectively.

b.  work with the Bureau of the Parliament
to prepare the draft annual work-plan
of the Parliament taking into account
the priority Community programs and
work-plans of other Community
Institutions. The Speaker shall be the
convener and the Chairman of all such
joint-Committees.

c.  collaborate with the Bureau to organize
the work-plans of the Standing
Committees in accordance with the
Rules of Procedure and the terms of
reference ef the Committees.

d. work in close collaboration with
National and other Regional
Parliaments. ‘

e.  be chaired by the Speaker whb shall
convene all mestings of the sald
conference. - '

The General Secretariat

There is hereby established-a General
Secretariat of Parliament.

The adminis-trati(re wing sof the

Parliament shall comprise The General

Secretariat of the Pariament headed
by the Secretary General who will be
assisted by Directors. The position of

- the Secretary-General shall be of the
professional category.

The recruitment of the Secretary
General, and the Directors shall be
guided by the Staff Regulations of the
Community:

The appointment of other categories of
Staff shall also be in accordance with
. - the laid .down procedure of the

. ‘,C{ommumty

~:':The Sgoretary-Genaral is the head of
the adminlstration of the Parliament,
under the authority of the Speaker, and
his or her functions shall be defined in
a Council Regulation.

At the expiration of the life of each
legislature and before the inauguration
of a new legislature and consequent
election of a Speaker, the Secretary-
General shall continue to carry out the
day-to-day administration of Parliament.

New Article 19

RULES OF PROCEDURE

The Parliament shall adopt its own Rules of
Procedure which shall conform to the Treaty and

all other legat

ts of general application to

Community Institutions.

New Article 21

1.

Any Member State, the Parliament and other
Institutions of the Community may submit
‘proposals for the amendment or revision of
the Protocol.

Any such propesal shall be submitted to the

' President of the Commission who shall notify
- -other Member States thereof not later than

thirty (30) days after the receipt of such

_proposal. Amendments or revisions shall not
I?e considered by the Authority unless

mber States shail be given at least three
ﬁths notICe thereof.

' SUCh amendmants shaII‘ be examined by the
- Aluthotity-in’ accordence with the provisions
. of Article' 9 of the Treaty. -

8
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ARTICLE 4

Article 6 of Protoco! A/P.2/8/94 relating to the
Parliament of the Community is reformulated as
follows:

1. The Parliament may consider any matter
concernimg the Community, in particular
issues relating to Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms and make
recommendations to the Institutions and
Organs of the Cemmunity.

2.  The powers of the ECOWAS Parliament shall
be progressively enhanced from advisory to
co-decision making and subsequently to a
law making role in areas to be defined by the
Authority.

3. Pending the election of the Parliamentarians
by direct universal suffrage, the Parliament
may be consulted for its opinion on matters

. concerning the Cornmunity. The opinion of
the Parliament shali be saught in the followiag
- areas:

a) interconnection ef tha commuaications
links between Member States so as to
make free movement of persons and
goods effective;

b} intercoanection of telecommunications
systems to form an effective Community
network with the maximum possible
number of extensions to the rural areas
to make them more accessible;

c) interconnection of energy networks;

d) mcreased cooperation in the. area of
radlo, television and other media links
within the. Community and betwean the
Community and the rest of the world,
development of -
commupnications systems to form an
integrated, effective Community
System with its own programmes;

e) public health pohcles for the
-Communlty

f) common»educatienal pallcy through

' harmonization of existing Systems and
specialization of existing universities;
adjustment of _education within the
Community to international standards;

national

‘ ratificatio

g) youthiaaagsmw
SR I LT oY
h}  scientific ang %ﬂlﬂﬂ@loglcal research;

i) Commumty pphqy mn anhvironment;
i Treaty rawew

K) | Community*cit'iz-_ens'hip;

) Social integration;

m) Respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms in all their
plenitude.

ARTICLES

In view of the creation of a new Article 4 of Protocol
A/P.2/8/94 by the provisions contained herein, the
old Article 4 is therefore renumbered Article 5 with
all subsequent Articles being numbered thereafter
serially.

ARTICLE6

All provisions of Protocol A/P2/8/94 contrary to the
provisions herein contained are hereby abrogated.

ARTICLE?7

1. This Supplementary Protocol shall come into
force provisionally upon its signature by the
Heads of States and Government.
Consequangly, signatory Member States,
Parliament antFthe Commission undertake
to commence implementation of its
provisions.

2. This Supplemientary Protocol shall come into
force definitively upon its ratification by at
least nine (@) signatory, States, in accordance
with the Constltutlon of each Member State

ARTICLE '8’

: ThIS Supplementary Protooqlaqd all its instruments

of ratification shall be depqsited.atthe Commission
which shal! transmit c.ertiflad copies .of this
Supplemer}taryProto@uﬁgergppr States, notify
thom of thg date of deposit of,the. instruments of
indreglster hirsBuppiemantary Protocol
with the Africar dpiopalipiiasidiations Organisation
and any ether organla , ““ in e may be declared by
Councll : : 1
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IN FAITH WHEREOF,
WE, THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT OF THE
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES,
HAVE SIGNED THIS SUPPLEMENTARY PROTOCOL

IN SINGLE ORIGINAL, IN THE FRENCH, ENGLISH AND PORTUGUESE LANGUAGES
THE THREE (3) TEXTS BEING EQUALLY AUTHENTIC.

- DONE AT ABUJA, :
THIS 143TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006

N | \
| / Y e
R' i -
\' /
\\’/.f L
H. E. Thomﬁé_Bonl YAYl /_,// H. E Blalse COMPAQRE—
President of the Republic of BENIN - Chairman of the Council of Ministers
/ President of FASO

..........................................

Republic of CAPE VERDE S E. DR. ALBERT MABRI TOIKEUSSE
Minister for African integration
Representing the President of the
Republic of COTE D’'IVOIRE

H. E. ALIEU NG . John Agyekum KUFUOR
Minister of Trade, Industry and Employment, President of the Republic of GHANA
Representing the President of the

Republic of The GAMBIA

..........................................

H. E. Fatoumata Kaba SIDIBE H. E. DE SOUSA - RUI DIA

Minister for international Cooperation Minister, Presidency of Council of
Representing the President of the Minjsters on Social Communlcatlon
Republic of GUINEA and- Affairs

Reppgsenting the President of the
Repliblic of GUINEE BISS_AU. _
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/
T
Ry fored (57 AN
H. E. ELLEN JOHNSON-SIRLEAF H. E. Amadou Toumani TOURE
President of the Republic of LIBERIA President of the Republic of MALI

)

%’ “fiamadou TANDJA © H. E. Olusegun OBASANJO, GCFR

resident of the Republic of NIGER President and Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces of the Federal
Republic of NIGERIA
' ) ,%4

H. E. ABDOU AZIZ SOW H. E. Alh. (Dr.) Ahmad Tejan KABBAH

Minister for NEPAD, Economic President of the Republic of

Integration in Africa and Good SIERRA LEONE

Governance Policy

Representing the President of the R

Republic of SENEGAL

.........................................................................
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DECISION A/DEC.1/6/06 RELATING:TQ: THE
COMMISSION OF THE . ECONGMIC
COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES
(ECOWAS)

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF sTﬁfE AND
GOVERNMENT, g

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the ECQWAS
Treaty establishing the Authority of Heads%ot S}Q}

and Government and defining its composutlon and
functions; L e

MINDFUL of Articles 17, 18 and 19 of the ECOWAS
Treaty respectively establishing the Executive
Secretariat, the procedure for appo1nt|ng fhe
Executive Secretary and the Deputy Executlve
Secretaries and defining the duties of the Executlve
Secretary;

BEARING IN MIND the directive contained in the
Final Communiqué issued at the twenty-eighth
session of the Authority of Heads of State and
Government, that the ECOWAS Executive
Secretariat shouid be transformed wittr & view to
adapting it to the international environment and to
making it more effective in the accomplishment of
its regional integration assignment;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC. 16/01/06 transforming

the Executive Secretariat into a Commission;

MINDFUL of the directive of the fifty-fifth session of
the Council of Ministers that tenures in all
Community Institutions be harmonised and calling
upon the Executive Secretary to submit a giobal
schedule of rotation of representation of Member
States within the Secretariat of the Commission;

CONVINCED that the establishment of the
Commission and its functioning should be based
on the principles of solidarity, equity and Community
spirit;

ANXIOUS to improve the productlwty and eﬁlmency
of the Commission;

CONVINCED ALSO that the adophon of a
transparent, balanced and predictable System of
rotation of representation of Membér States’ within
the Commission can promote the attainment of the
objectives set out by the twenty-eighth session of
the Authority and recallad above; '

DESlHOUS of adopting all necessary measures to
this end

QN THE RECOMMENDATION of the fifty-sixth-.
Session of the Counci! of Ministers held in Abuja

-on the 12 and 13 June, 2006;

DECIDES

ARTICLE 1

4. . The Commission of the Economic Community

- . .of West African States shall be under the
.‘:_authorlty of. |ts President.

ﬁ:m I?remdent of the Commission of the
Eeonomic !Gommunlty of West African States

‘ 1arshalinbe: agsisted:by. a Vice-President and

seven (7) Commissioners.

3.  The Authority: -may restructure the
Commission and modify the number of
- Cornmissioners if it deems it necessary.

ARTICLE 2

1. Allocation to Member States of Statutory
positions within the Commission for the initial
take-off of that Institution shall be gulded by
principles of continuity, equity and solidarity
as waell as implementation of the Protocol on

' the ‘Community levy;

2.  The initial representation of Member States
within the Commission and the allocation of
the position of Financial Controller of the
Community Institutions shall be as follows:

a) Foidhe Commlsswner positions:

' Burki4'Faso, Cote d'lvoire, ‘Ghana,
Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra
Leone and the Togolese Republic;

b) For the Financial Controller:

- The Gambia.

 ARTICLE3

| 1. The Commtssmners shall be. appointed for a

non-renewal period of four (4) years.

2. Onan exceptional basis, Nigeria shall
maintain a permanent. presence on the
Commission but shall not ancumber any
partlcular posutlon permanently;

3. 0 Member State shall encumber the same
position twice consecutively.

4. The Executive. Secretary shall propose a
balanced, predictable and transparent
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rotational scheme for allocation of statutory
positions within the Institutions of the
Community, taking into account the
alphabetical order of States.

ARTICLE 4

Without prejudice to the duties of the Executive
Secretary as set out in the Revised Treaty and as
assigned 1o him, the Commission exercise powers
in order to ensure the proper functioning and to
safequard the general interest of the Community.
In this context, it shall make any recommendation
to Council and to the Authority which it may deem
necessary for the protection and development of
the Community.

ARTICLE 5

The Commission shall make proposals to Council
and to the Authority to enable them take decisions
on major policy guidelines adopted by Member
States and the Community.

ARTICLE6

The Commission may seek any useful information
from any national institution through the ECOWAS
National Units; hold any necessary consultation with
these institutions and structures if it thinks that such
information or consultation can enhance the
accomplishment of its assignment.

ARTICLE 7

The Commission may adopt Rules on the
implementation of Acts enacted by Council.
Implementation Rules adopted by the Commission
shall have the same legal force as Council Acts to
be implemented.

ARTICLE 8

This Decision shall be published by the Executive
Secretariat in the Official Journal of the Community
within thirty (30) days of its signature by the
Chairman of the Council of Ministers. It shall also
be published by each Member State in its National
Gazette within the same time frame. '

DONE AT ABUJA,
THIS 14TH DAY OF JUNE 2006.

‘E. MAMADQOU TANDJA
CHAIRMAN
FOR THE AUTHORITY

DECISION A/DEC; 2/06/06. ESTABLISHING THE
JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE COMMUNITY

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT,

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Authority of Heads of State
and Government and defining its composition and
functions;

MINDFUL of Protocol A/P.1/7/91 relating to the
Community Court of Justice;

MINDFUL of the Supplementary Protocol amending
the Protocol relating to the Community Court of
Justice signed at Accra on 19 January 2005;

-MINDFUL. of the directives contained in the final

reports of the fifty-third and fifty-fifth sessions of
the Councit of Ministers on the restructuring of the
Community Court of Justice;

RECALLING that the aforementioned directives
have provided that the Court should be restructured
in such a way as to enable the Judges devote
themselves to their main duties;

CONSIDERING the need to appoint to the
Community Court of Justice highly qualified and
competent persons, who can contribute, through
the quality of their decisions, to the development
of Community Law, capable of consolidating and

speeding up the: fiigional integration process; ‘

CONSIDERING also the need to ensure that the
judges of the Community Court of Justice are
persons of high moral standing upon assumption
of duty and to guarantee that this quality is
maintained by the judges throughout their term of
office; '

NOTING that the present mode of selection of
judges does not guarantee that the most suitable
persons occupy these exalted positions;

CONVINCED that the disciplinary procedure laid
down in, Protocol A/P.1/7/91 should be improved
upon tafoster the maintenance of high moral
standargg by the judges throughout their term of
office;

DESIROUS therefore to establish a credible organ
capable of effectively managing the process of
recruiting judges on a competitive basis and to
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adopt an independent disc;iplinary mechanism which
guarantees transparency of deliberations and
objectivity of decisions in diseiplinary malters; -

ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the fifty-sixth

Ordinary Session of the Council ofministers held-

in Abuja from 12 - 13 June, 2006;

o

DECIDE .

B

ARTICLE 1: ESTABLISHMENT

There is hereby established a Judicial Council of

the Community to be responsible for the recruitment

and discipline of judges of the Community Court of
Justice . _

ARTICLE 2: COMPOSITION

1. For the recruitment of judges to the
Community Court of Justice, ihe Judicial
Council of the Cammunity shall comprise the
Chief Justices of the Supreme Courts of
Member States or their representatives to
which positions of judges Jhave not been
allocated.

2. For disciplinary matters, the Judicial Council
of the Community shall.comprise the Chief
Justices of the Supr§me Courts of Member
States or their representatives which do not
have judges on the Community Court of
Justice, and one representative of the judges
of this Court, elécted by his peers for one
year.

3. The representati'(/es- of the Gﬁi,ef Justices of
the Supreme Couyrt shalt-bejudges. of the
Supreme Court, ~

ARTICLE 3: DURATION.OFTERM.. .
Hmernaok
Membership of the Judicial Councn of the
Community shall change whensven new Bsgesee
appointed to the Community Gowt afefuptiosans
when a new representative is electegiior thajulger

in accordance with article 2(2) of this Regulation.

ARTICLE 4: FUNCTIONS

1.  The Judicial Council oi the Commur
- constituted as stated in Article 2 p&rRal
1 above, shall shortlist three. (3). @
per Memboer State, from among the-appliory
of the member States to which the positions
have been allocated. This Council shall

interview the short-listed candidates and
recommend the appointment of the judges

to the Community Court of Justice by the

Authority of Heads of State and Government
through the Council of Ministers.

The Judicial Council of the Community
constituted as stated in Article 2 paragraph

2 above, shall examine cases ef gross

misconduct and inability to perform the

~functions of a judge by reason of physical or

mental disability of members of the Court.
The Judicial Council of the Community,
through the Council. of Ministers, shall make
recommendations to the Authority in case ef
criminal acts commiited by judges of the
Community Court of Justice.

ARTICLE 5: OPERATIONS

The Judicial Council of the Community, shall
prepare its Rules of Procedure which shali
be adopted by the Council of Ministers, on
the recommendation of the Executive .
Secretary. The Rules of Procedure of the
Judicial Council shall, among other things,
address frequency of meetings, types of
complaints, conservative measures and
sanctions that may be recommended for each
complaint, method of investigating matters
referred to the Council, defence and
protection of the interests of the judge
concerned by the case.

The Judicial CouRgH of the Community shall
eleot its Chairman and other members of the
Bureau.

The Judicial Council of the Community may
be assisted by other ECOWAS organs or
offices such as the Audit Committee,
Financial Controller or Medical Council.

Complaints or allegations shall be forwarded
to the Chairman of the Community Judictal
Coungil, through the ECOWAS Executive

.. . Secretary. The Chairman shall make

i

..necessary consultations with other mambers
of the~Council and shall, where necessary,

e Executive Secretary to convene

oposed meeting of the

.' diq Councll

m‘t\;, P
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5.  The Judicial Council of the Community shall
prepare its draft budget: which shall be
incorporated into that of the Executive
Secretariat.

ARTICLE 6 : PUBLICATION

This Decision shall be published by the Executive
Secretariat in the Official Journal of the Community,
within thirty (30) days of its signature by the
Chairman of Authority. It shall also be published by
each Member State in its Official Journal, within the
same time frame.

DONE AT ABUJA,
THIS 14TH DAY OF JUNE 2006.

H.E. MAMADPU TANDJA
CHAIRMAN

FOR THE AUTHORITY

DECISION AID”B@{WDWBS RE-ORGANISING THE
ECOWAS BANK FOR INVESTMENT AND
DEVELOPMENT (EBID) GROUP '

' THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND

GOVERNMENT, -

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8.and 9 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Authority of Heads of State

" and Government and defining its composition and

functions;

MINDFUL of Protocol A/P.1/12/01 amending Articles
1, 3, 6 and 21 of the ECOWAS Treaty, to refiect the
transformation of the ECOWAS Fund into a holding
company called ECOWAS Bank for Investment and
Development (EBID) with two subsidiaries;

" MINDFUL of Protocol A/P.2/12/01 relating to the

ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development;

CONSIDERING that the current organisaticnal
structure of EBID engenders duplication of
functions, does not reflect the fact that the
subsidiaries belong to a group, creates probiems
at various levels and entails excessive costs;

ACKNOWLEDGING the need to ensure harmony
between the organisational structure of EBID and
its subsidiaries and consistency of the procedures
and practices of these entities with the group’s
strategic vision; _

AWARE that it is $neficial to attain the objectives
of EBID and to draw on best practices and reliable
procedures that have proved efficaclous in similar
financial development institutions; -

WISHING in this context to re-organise the Group
of the ECOWAS: Bank for Investment and
Development;

ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the third
extraordinaty sesslon.of the EBID Board of
Dwectors held in Ouagadougcu on 19 May 2006.

DECIDES

.

ARTICLE1

The Eng Group‘ is hsr*eﬁy re- organised into a
single ntity with- two opérational 'windows, namely,
a private sector witidow ahd & public sector window.
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ARTICLE 2

The re-organised EBID Group shall be -hea,ﬁ!;éa:'zby
a President, who shall be assisted by two: Mige-
Presidents.

ARTICLE 3
Protocols A/P.1/12/01 and A/P.2/12/01 shall be
amended to reflect the re-organisation of: EBID as
prescribed by this decision. T

ARTICLE 4

This decision shall be published in the Official
Journal of the Community by the Executive
Secretariat within thirty (30) days of its signature
by the Chairman of the Authority. It shall also be
published within the same time frame by each
Member State in its National Gazette.

DONE AT ABUJA,
THIS 14TH DAY OF JUNE 2006.

FOR THE AUTHORITY

U a0
DTG Y
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DECISION A/DEC.4/06/06 ALLOCATING THE
POSITION OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE
COMMISSION OF ECOWAS TO THE REPUBLIC
OF GHANA

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT,

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8, and 9 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Authority of Heads of State
and Government and-defining its composition and
functions; - o

MINDFUL of Article 90 of the ECOWAS Treaty
relating to the. amendment and revision of the
Revised Treaty of the Economic Community of Wast
African States;

MINDFUL of Supplementary Protocol A/SP.1/06/06
amending the Revised Treaty of the Economic
Community of West African States and adopted by
the Authority of Heads of State and Government in
Abuja on 14th June 2006;

MINDFUL of the Final Communiqué of the twenty-
eighth session of the Authority of Heads of State
and Government in which the Heads of State and
Govemment iasued the directive that the Executive
Secretariat should be transformed into a
Commission, with a view to enabling it adapt to the
internationat environment and more successfully
fulfill its role in the sub-regional integration process;

MINDFUL of Decnswn%DEC .16/01/06 transforming
the Executive Secretaffat into a Commission;

MINDFUL of Regulation C/REG.1/06/06 approving
the Organisational Structure of the Commission of
ECOWAS and establishing positions, of President,
Vice-President and seven (7) other Commissioners
within the new structure; :

;'MINBEUL_ of Article 2 of the Supplementary Protocol

A/SP.1/06/06 amending Articles 17 and 18 of the
Revised Treaty on the establishment of
Commissicner positions and mode of appointment
of the Psgsident of the Commission and other
Commissioners;

ecision A/IDEC.1/06/06 relating to the
) of ECOWAS where the Authority
3 for the. initial take-off of the
igion; - allogation. to Member States of

pw%lons tharein, shall be guided by

Ssptouiv: #quity and solidarity and

MINDFUL ¢
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shall also be guided by the implementation of the
provisions of the Protocol on Community Levy;

GUIDED by the above stated Decision which
allocated the nine (9) Commissionet positions within
the Commission as well as the position of Financial
Contro!ler to Member States;

CONSIDERING Decision A/DEC.24/12/01 which had
allocated the post of the Executive Secretary of
ECOWAS to the Republic of Ghans and the
Appointment of DR. MOHAMED IBN CHAMBAS as

the Executive Secretary of the Economic Community -

of West African States;

DESIRING therefore to allocate the position of the
President of fhe Commission to a Member State.

DECIDES
ARTICLE 1

The position of President of the Commission is
hereby allocated to the Republic of Ghana.

ARTICLE2

1.  The position of President of the Commission
shail be occupied by Dr. Mohamed tbn
Chambas, who is currently the Executive
Secretary of ECOWAS; '

2.  Dr. Mochamed Ibn Chambas serving as
President of the Commission shall have a four
(4) year tenure which commences on the 1st
of January 2007.

ARTICLE3

This Dacision shall be published by the Executive
Secretariat in the Official Journal-of the Community,
within thirty (30) days of its signature by the
Chairman of Authority. It shall alsc be published by
each Member State in its 0fttcnal Journal W|th|n the
same time frame.

DONE AT ABUJA,
THIS 14TH DAY OF JUNE 2006.

‘E. MAMADOU TANDJA
o CHAIRMAN '

" FOR THE AUTHOHITY
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DECISION A/DEC.8/06/06-ALLOCATING TO
MEMBER STATES THE POSITIONS OF
COMMISSIONERS: WWIFIIN THE ECOWAS
COMMISSION =

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT,

MINDFUL of Articles 7, 8, and 9 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establighing the Authority of Heads of State
and Government and defining its composition and
functions;

MINDFUL of Article 90 of the ECOWAS Treaty
relating to the amendment and revision of the
Revised Treaty of the Economic Community of West
African States;

MINDFUL of Suppiementary Protocol A/SP.1/06/06
amending the Revised Treaty of the Economic
Community of West African States and adopted by
the Authority of Heads of State and Government in
Abuja on 14th June 20086;

MINDFUL of the Final Communiqué of the twenty-
eighth session of the Authority of Heads of State
and Government in which the Heads of State and
Government issued the directive that the Executive
Secretariat should be transformed into a
Commission, with a view to enabling it adapt to the
international environment and more successfully
fulfill its role in the sub-regional integration process;

MINDFUL of Decusne&A/DEC 16/01/06 transfortning
the Executive Secretariat into a Commission;

MINDFUL ef Regulation C/RE’G.1/0'6/06 approving
the Organisational Structure of the Commission of
ECOWAS and establishing positions of
Commissioners within this new structure;

MINDFUL of Article 2 of the Supplementary Protocol
A/SP. 1/06/06 amending Articles 17 and 18 of the
Revised Treaty on the establishment of
Commissioner positions and mode of appointment
of Commissioners;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.1/06/06 relating to the
Commisgjon of ECOWAS where the Authority
decidedithat for the initial take-off of the
Commis%ion, allocation to Member States of
Statutory Positions therein, shall be guided by
principles of contmulty, equity, and solidarity and
shall also be guided by the implementation of the
provisions of the Protocol on Community Levy;

B L e TR
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GUIDED by the above stated Decision wiigh
allocated the nine (9) Commissioner positions withies
the Commission as well as the position, gfBinangial
Controller to Member States; P osrséiem

soniogal brgooe
DESIRING therefore to allocate spegifiaofisssdy
Member States to facilitate the appointment of
Commissioners and. the- functlonmg of the
Commission by January 2007 :

d‘%@vs sﬂ*

DEC“JES yg bty
L il pRoing
AHT'CLE 1 B ks

The under mentioned Gommissioner positions
within the Commission which have the status:of
Statutory positions. are hereby. ailooalsdrt@&ﬂa"e
following Member States: SRR *

a) Vice President of the Commissmn
- =~ Burkina Faso .

b)  Commissioner for Macroecdﬁomid Pbiicies
- Repubilie of C&te d’lvoire

c)  Commissioner for Political Affairs, Peace
and Security
~ Republic of Mali

d)  Commissioner for Agriculture, Environment
and Water Resources
- Republic of Niger

e) Commissioner for Administration & Finance

- Federal Republic of Nigeria

f) Commissioner for Human Development &
Gender
- Republic of Senegal

Commissioner for Trade, Customs, Free
Movaement of Persons and Goods
- Republic of Sierra Leone

Q)

h)y  Commissioner for Infrastructure

- Togolese Republic
ARTICLE 2

The Position of Financial Controller is hereby
allocated to the Republic of The Gambia.

USSRl Lo

rsBXereisags ;-

Rk

renewable each

o TI&IIS 14TH~DAV OF J
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EET LT ARTIGLE3
1, Wlth the exceptnon of the Republlcs of The
Gambia, Ghana and Mali, each of the
Member States referred to in Aricle 1 shall
carry:out: widespread. advertisemerit of the
position allocated to it in order to attract
applications from its nationals.

[SSUN

Upon receipt of the applications referred to
it + in Paragraph 1 above, the Executive
Secretariat shall immediately forward them
to the Ministerial Committee for the Selection

7 veand Bvaluation of Statutory Appeintees; which

‘sha;ﬂrcarry« eutx preseleqtmn and mtervnew

- The Committee shall carry out the recruitment
exercise within the shortest possible time;

4, . The Executive Secretariat shall send the
recommendations of the Ministerial
Committee fo the Chairman of the Couneil of
Ministers, who shall, after consultations with
other Members of Council, appomt the new
Commnss:oners c

ARTIGLE4
Each appomtment shall tak.e eﬂect on the day the
officer assumes duty following receipt of a letter of
appointment by the officer. The tenure of the
appointments are for periods of four (4} years non

g
AFITIGL.E 5

ThIS Declswn .shall ba publlahods by the Executlve
Secretariat in the Official Journat.of he Qammunity,
within thirty (30} days of its signature by the
Chairman of Authority. It shall:alsobe-publishad by

each Member State in its. Ofﬁcial Joutnalsr)nﬂtbmm

same time frame. . . . = . Lt A pvet

wRONEATABWJA, - s

et wEtil b

FOR THE AIJTHORITY
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DECISION A/DEC.6/06/06 ALLOCATING THE
POST OF SPEAKER OF THE COMMUNITY
PARLIAMENT TO THE REPUBLIC OF NIGER

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT,

CONSIDERING Articles 7, 8 and 9 of the Revised
ECOWAS Treaty establishing the Authority of Heads
of State and Government and defining its
composition and duties;

CONSIDERING the provisions of Articles 6 and 13
of the Treaty relating to Community institutions and
the establishment of the Community Parliament;

CONSIDERING Protocol A/P.2/8/94 on the
Community Parliament;-

CONSIDERING Suppiementary Protocot A/SP.3/
06/06 amending Protocol A/P.2/8/94 relating to the
Community Parliament, in particular its new Article
15 on election of the Speaker of Parliament;

CONCERNED to institute a procedure for the
election of Speaker of Parliament that would give
all member States a chance to occupy this important
post as quickly as possible, in accordance with the
Community policy of allocating important posts to
Member States;

CONVINCED of the need to aliocate the post of
Speaker of the Community Parliament according
to an alphabeticat order of rotation which would
afford every Member State an opportunity to occupy
the position in turn, and at the same time takes
due account of the application of the Community
Levy by Member States;

NOTING that the Republic ef Mali accupied the
position of Speaker of the Community Parliament
during the just-ended first legislature;

DESIRQUS to give the Member State following Mali,
in alphabetical order, the post of Speaker of
Community Parllement, for the second legislature
of the Parliament;

DECIDES
~ ARTICLE1
The post of Speaker of the Community Parliament

is hereby allocated to the Republic of Niger, for the
second legislature of the Parliament.

ARTICLE 2

All nationals of the Repubtic of Niger, who are
members of the Community Parliament in the
second legislature, shall be eligibie to run for the
position of Speaker of Parliament.

ARTICLE3

The Speaker of the Community Parliament shall be
slented by all members of the Parliament, frem
among the eligible candidates, in accordance with
Article 2 of this Decision.

ARTICLE 4

The Executive Secretariat shall publish this decision
in the Official Journal of the Community within thirty
(30) days of the date on which it is signed by the
Chairman of Authority. It shall also be published by
each Member State in its Official Journal within the
same time frame.

DONE AT ABUJA,
THIS 14 DAY OF JUNE 2006

FOR THE AUTHORITY,
THE CHAIRMAN,

H.E. MAMADOU TANDJA
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REGULATION C/REG.1/06/06 APPROVING THE
ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE
COMMISSION OF THE  ECONOMIC
COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, ’

MINDFUL of Articies 10, 11 and 12 of tHe ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Counicil of Ministers and
defining its composition. and functions;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC 1 6/01/06 transforming
the Executive Secretarlat |nto a Com?hlssmn

BEARING IN MIND 'the dlrec'tive contained in the
Final Communiqué issued. at:the twenty-eighth
session of the Authority of Heads of State and

Government, that the ECOWAS Executive

Secretariat should be transformed with a view to
adapting it to the iriternatlonal. envirpnment and to
making it more effective in the accomplishment of
its regional integration assignment;

- CONVINCED that the Commission’s productivity and .

efficiency will benefit from a clear definition of the
technical areas that will be under the management
of its members;

AWARE of the need 10 endow the Cammission with

functional structures that will allow for a cldar

division -of technical assignments and-a definition
of working relations with & view to avoid oonflicts of
interests and strengthen the Gommunity spirit.

DESIROUS of adopting atl necessary measures for
the purpose of attammg the aforementloned
objectives;

AFTER CONSIDERING THE PROPOSALS of the
extraordinary meeting of the- Administration and
Finance Commission held in Abula from 20th to
22nd March, 2006 "
ENACTS”
ARTICLE1
The organogram of’ the Commnssuon of the

Economic Community of West.-African States as
attached hereto is hereby approved .

ARTICLE 2

1.  The Commission of the Economic Community
of West African States shall be placed under

1.

viwe -the authority of its President; who shall be
-assisted by a Vice-FPresident and seven (7)
cother Commissioners.

The President and Vice-President shall not
e chosen from the same Imgwstlc group.

ARTICLE 3

The President shall be responsible for the

follownng areas of actlvity

' '--Heishe shall be’ ﬂhe Chief Executive
*Officef of the Coniinissioh ‘He/¢he shall
i chordinate ‘the activities ‘of all
Community Institutions. -

" 'he‘Président shall be the legal
representatlve of the Community.

6) | In addmon to hls/her other duties, the

President shall represent the
Community in international relations
and may conciude any agreement that

< will promote- the attainment of the
Commumtys objectives, He/she shall

be responsible for strategic planning
-+ @nd. policy .analysis.. of regional
.. . integeation.aciivities in the, sub-region.

““This tollowing ‘departments report to the

President: - the department of Legal Affairs,

- the Communication- department, the Audit

department and the department of External
relations. !ﬁe Director of Cabinet whose
status is that of Special Assistant to the
President alsc reports. to the President.

ARTICLE4 |

The Vice-President shall be responsible for

~the following areas of activity:

a) He/she shall ensure continuity in the
_operation of the Commission during
& absente of the Prasident.

6-)".‘ -'_:fHelzshe shall assnst the President in the

execution of assignments under the

4 mandate of ECOWAS.

¢) He/she shall coordinate, monitor and

--evaluate -programmes and be
responsible for the rélations between

.. »e-the .Commission. and- the other

"|nst|tuthns of ECQWAS
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d) The Vice-President shall assume any
other responsibilities that may be
delegated to himvher by the President
of the Commission.

2. The Vice-President shall oversee the
Community Computer Centre.

ARTICLES

1. The Commissioners shall be under the
authority of the President. They shall report
to the President through the Vice-President,
be responsible for the following technical
areas and oversee the following

departments:
a) Commissioner for Administration and
Finance:
i) the Department of General
Administration;
ii)  the Department of Human
Resources;

-iii}  the Conference Department;
iv)  the Department of Finance.
b) Commissioner for Agricuiture,
Environment and Water Resources:

i) the Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development;

it)  the Department of Environment
and Water Resources;
¢) Commissioner for Hyman Development
and Gender;

i} the Department of Education,
Science and Technology;

iiy  the Department of Gender,
Social Affairs, Youth, Sports
and Culture

d) _‘:.'pommia's_ioner for Infrastructure:

i)  the Department of Transport
' and Telscommunications.

i) the Department of Industry;
iy the Department of Energy.
e¢) Commissioner for Macroeconomw
: Policies: :

i) the Department of Multilateral
Surveillance; -

'ii)- ¥ the‘Dapartmerit of Research
o and Mstm

% i) the. Department of Private
Sector- *

f)  Commissioner for Political Affairs,
Peace and Security: -
i) the Department of Poiitical
Affairs;

i)  the Observation and
Monitoring Centre;

iy the Departmeht. of
Peacekeeping Operations and
Regional Security;

tv} - the Department of
- Humanitarian Affairs;

" g)  Commissioner for Trade, Customs and
Free Movement of Persons and-Goods:

i) the Department of Trade and
Customs;

i)  the Department of Free
Movement of Persons and
Tourism;

ARTICLE 6

The Council of Ministers may restructure the
departments referred to in Article 5 above or create
new ones, if it deems necessary.

ARTRLE7

The relevant Commissioners and their staff shall
maintain and deveiop, at the technical level, close
working relations with the Specialised Institutions.

ARTICLE S

The heads of the departments within the
Commission shali be known as Directors.

AFITICLE 9

The post of “Commnssnoner” applies only to the
structure ofthe Executive Secretariat; the executive
officars of theg; Parliament:and the Court of Justice
are not affégted by the-transformation of the
Executive Secretariat into a Commission.
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The heads of the West African Health Orgapi
(WAHO) and of the Inter-Governmema'»)ﬁs“"
Group against Money Laundering in: We
(GIABA) and their deputies shall bé kribwh
Directors-General and Deputy Dlrectors-g'
respectively. S

ARTICLE 11

The members of the Management of the EGOWA
investment and Development-Bank:{EBJD

those of its subsidiaries shall be a,ppof;;,?"el'z;l. c
accordance with the rules and regulanions In ( rce :
in these institutions, R

ARTICLE12

The heads of the Water Resources Unit thé
Gender Development Centre and the Youth and
Sports Development Centre shall be known as
Directors. They are professional officers and regort
to Cammissioners.

ARTICLE13

This Regulation shall be published by the Executive
Secretariat in the Official Journal of the Community
within thirty (30) days of its signature by the
Chairman of the Council of Ministers. )t shall also
be published by each Member State in its National
Gazette within the same time frame. '

DONE AT ABUJA,
THIS 13TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006.

HON. AICHATOU MINDAOUDOU,
CHAIRMAN,

FOR COUNCIL

-

. 5.\‘.:-
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REGULATION C/REG.2/06/06 APPROVING THE

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THE
COMMUNITY COURT OF JUSTICE AND STAFF
RECRUITMENT PLAN

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,

MINDFUL. of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the ECOWAS -

Treaty establishing the Council of Ministers and-. -

defining its composition and functions;

MINDFUL of Protocol A/P.1/7/91 relating to the‘g'

Community Court of Justice;

MINDFUL of the Supplementary Protocol amenciing Lo
the Pretocol relating to the Community Court of -

Justice signed at Accra on 19 January, 2005;

MINDFUL of the directives contained in the final

reports of the fifty-third and fifty-fifth sessions of

the Council of Ministers on the restructuring of the
Community Court:of Justice;

RECALLING that the aforementioned directives
provided, among other things, that the Court should
have an organizational chart that would enable it
to perform its functions effectlvely,

DESIROUS to provide the Community Court of
Justice with a functional structure as well as human
resources adapted to its needs and to adopt
measures that would enhance its efficient
functioning;

ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the Extraordinary
meeting of the Administration and Finance
Commission held at Abuja from 20th - 22nd March,
2006.

ENACTS

ARTICLE1

The attached organisational chart of the Commuinity

Court of Justice and staff recruitment plan are
hereby approved.

ARTICLE 2

1. The President shall be the Head of the
Community Court of Justice.

2. In addition to his/her other responsibilities,
the President shall represent the Gourt in its
relations with other ECOWAS institutions and
witht third parties.

@iy ... .. ARTICLES

1. ABureau shallbe set up within the Community
Court of Justice_.

2. ...The Bureau shall be made up of three (3)
' Members of the Court namely the President,
the Vrce-Presrdent and the oldest and longest

.. serving Judge of the Court. The President

~.ghall be Chairman of the Bureau

3. The Bureau shall be responsible for the
slrategic orientation of the Court and for
.supervising  its management  and
admtmstratlon

S

I fshali examlne the draft work programme
_Lan;{ prowde pollcy gwdelrnes for the annual

o ‘p;“me e[s, digh the Admlnlstratlon and
""Fifancé Commission.

5" The Bureau’ ghall define the procedures
" relating to the internal organisation of the
‘Court in accordance with Community texts.

6.  The Bureau shall have responsibility over the
management of the budget of the Court and
" designate this authonty to the- Director of
* Administration and Finance, in line with the
Financial Regulations of the Communlty

ARTICLE 4

1. The Chief Registrar and the Deputy shall be
professiongf-staff and career officers of the
Court, in order o ensure continuity within the
Institution and to serve as institutional
memory. The Chief Registrar shall have the
rank of Director D2 while the Deputy shall
‘have the rank of Director D1.

2. Hé/she supervises, monitors and coordinates

" ‘the activities of the Court registry' and

pro\fldes services for the efficient dlecharge

" of the judicial functlons of the Members of
the Court.” =~

3. Helis responsrble for the acceptance,
transmission and custody of documents and
supervises the preparation of minutes and
ragords of the Court and is also present at
a Court sittings. -

4. The Chief Registrar shall supervise the
depantients and divisions placed under his/
her responsr_blli_ty _

51
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5. Hefshe shall be directly responsible to the
President of the Court.

AFITICLE S

1. The Director of Administration and Finance
shall manage the day-to-day running of the
administrative Secretariat of the Court and
shall be the channe! of communication
between the Departments and the PreS|dent
on admmlstratwe matters.

2.  He/she shall be responsible for all procedure
for the recruitment of professional and locally
recruited staff in accordance with the relevant
ECOWAS Staff Regulations and shall chair
the Advisory Committees in charge of
recruitment of all categories of staff, except
the Committee for the appointments of
Directors, P6 and P5 team leader positions.

3.  The Director of Administration and Finance
shall prepare the annual draft budget of the
Court, based on the general guidelines
provided by the Bureau as well as the work
programme of the Court.

4.  He/she shall be the accounting officer of the
Court and shall submit quarterly financial
statements to the Bureau through the

President.
ARTICLE6
All existing legal and procedural texts of the Court m
shall be harmonised with the provisions of this st
Regulation.
ARTICLE?

This Regulation shall be published by the Executive -
Secretariat in the Official Journal of the Community

within thirty (30) days of its signature by the

Chairman of the Council of thster& It shall also

be published by each Member State, |n its Official

Journal, within the same time frame.

. DONEATABUJA,.
'n-us1ar|-| DAY OF,JUNE 2006.

Fer -
£

 HON, AICHATG "’””ﬁi:émim'u,
CHAIR
FOR co CIL
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REGULATION C/REG.3/06/06 RELATING TO THE
OPERATIONS, STRUCTURE, ADMINISTRATIVE
AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT OF THE
COMMUNITY PARLIAMENT

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,

MINDFUL of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the ECOWAS

Treaty establishing the Councit of Ministers and _

defining its composition and functions;

MINDFUL of the provisions of Articles 6 and 13 of
the said Treaty relating to the Institutions of the
Commiunity and the establishment of the Community
Parliament, respectively;

MINDFUL of the provisions of Articles 10 (3) (f) and
69 (2) of the Treaty granting the Council pewer to
approve Organizational structures of the Institutions
and vesting other powers of an administrative and
financial nature over the institutions of the
Community on the Council of Ministers;

RECALLING, in particular, Regulation C/RI=G.20/01/
05 directing the Executive Secretary, in
collaboration with the Financial Controller of the
Community and the existing Secretariat of the
Community Padiament to carry out measures that
would improve the functioning, as well as the
administrative and financial rnanagererit of the
Pariament;

HAVING also set up an ad-hec Ministerial Committoe
on Restructuring to consider the proposals from
the Executive Secretary and other collaborators in
the process of discharging the duties given to them
on the restructuring of the Parliament;

DESIROUS of estabiishing a Parliament with
sustainable structures and administrative and

financial management Systems that would enable
it carry out its mandate efficiently and thus:

contribute to the attainment of our Communlty
objectives;

ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the Ad-hoc
Ministerial Committee ‘on Restructuring of the
Community Parliament that met in Abuja fromn 20th
- 21st February 2006;

E NA C TS
ARTICLE1: |
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARIAT OF THE
"PARLIAMENT

1. Thereis hereby established an Administrative
Secretariat for the ECOWAS Parliament.

The Secretariat  shall prowde ail
administrative, technical and financial
services that would facilitate the work of the
Members of Parliament and ensure the
efficient functioning of this Institution.

ARTICLE 2:
ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT
OF THE PARLIAMENT

The Administrative Secretariat of the
Parliament shall be headed by a Secretary-
General, who shall be the Chief Adviser of
the Speaker on all matters of administration
and procedure.

The Secretary General shall manage the day
to day running of the Secretariat of the
Parliament and be the channel of
communication between the Speaker, other
members of Parliament and the Secretariat
which he/she heads.

Tha Secretary General shall amongst other

. duties, oversee the preparation of minutes

and reports of: all the proceedings of
Parliament, Bureau and the Committees,
ensure their publication and safe custody,
and also deploy staff from the Secretariat to
service the Plenary, Bureau, Standing
Committees and Ad - hoc Committees.

He/she shall be responsible for all

“procedures for the recruitment of professional

staff of the Parliament in accordance with the
ECOWAS staff regulations and shall chair the
Advisory Commiltee in charge of recruitment
of professional §b’ff except the appointment
of Directors, P6 and P5 managerial positions.

The Secretary-General shall be assisted by
Directors one of whom shall act as the
Secretary- General in the absence of and
upon deslgnation by the Secretary General.

The Secretary-General shall be classifiarl
under the Professional category of staff
Members as Director grade 2 (D2). The
grade of the Secraetary-General as
professional officer D2 becomes effective at
the expiraiion of the tenure of the officer
encumbering the position.

Oth£ administrative duties of the Secretary-
General shall be provided under the Rules
of Procedure of the Parliament.
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ARTICLE 3:
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT OF THE
PARLIAMENT

The Speaker shall be the Chief Authorizing - |

Officer of the budget of the Parliament and
shalil designate financial management to the
Secretary-General in line with the Financial
Regulations ef the Community.

The Secretary-Genetal shaill be the
Accounting Officer of the Parliament and shall
submit to the Bureau through the Speaker
quarterly financial statentents.

The Secretary-General shall also prepare the
annual draft Budget of the Parliament based
on the general guidelines provided by the
Bureau and work programme of the
Parliament.

The Parliament shall ensure recruitmeni of
competent staff in the Accounts and Audit
Units of the Secretariat as provided under
the approved organogram referred to under
Article 3 of this Regulation. It shall also
ensure full computerization of its accounting
system to facilitate efficient financial
management.

The financial operations and procuremant
procedures of the Parliament shall be guided
by the Community financial Regulations, the
Tender code, and all other Community
procurement procedures that are of ganeral
application to the Cemmunity Institutions,

ARTICLE 4:
ORGANIZATIONAL CHART

The attached Orgarlizational Chart which
is in conformity with contemporary
Parliamentary structures is hereby adopted
for the ECOWAS Parliament.

The Organizational Chart shall guide all staff

“working relationships with dther institutions

of the Community, the Parliament shall
maintain or re-constitute Parliamentary
standing Committees that reflect the areas
of competence covered by the ECOWAS
Technical Commissions established by the
Treaty.

The Partiament shall establish other ad-hoc
Committees to address specific subject matter
and shall also establish standing Committees
that are peculiar to its function or nature as
a Parliamentary Institution.

ARTICLE 6:
RULES OF PROCEDURE

The Rules of Procedure of the Parliament
shall primarily deal with issues relating to the
ordinary business of the Parliamant ae

. prescribed by Protocol A/P.2/8/24 relating to

the Community Parliament.

All provisions contained in the Rules of
Procedure of the Parliament shall be
consistent with provisions of the legal texts
and policies of the Community

ARTICLE7:
RESIDENCY OF THE SPEAKER

Within the current transitional period of
Parliament and pending the election of
Parliamentarians by direct-universal suffrage,
the Speaker shall not be resident at the Seat
of the Parliament.

,,r.

The Speaker or ahy member of the Bureaa
of Parliament designated by the Speaker may
travel to the Seat of Parliament to give political
direction to the affairs of Parliement
whenever necessary.

ARTICLE 8:
ENTRY INTO FORCE

recruitment for the Parliament. This Regulation shall be published by the Executive
Secretariat in the Official Journal of the Community
‘within- thirty (30) days of its signature by the
Chairperson of the Council of Ministers. It shall also

_be published by each Member State in its Official
Jouinal within the same time frame.

3. Without prejudice to ailready existing
personnel within the Parliament, recruitment
of staff based on this organogram shall be
spread over a three-year period in conformity
with the attached ragruitment plan which is -
also hereby adopted for the Parliament.

- ARTICLE5:
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES
1. " In order to create greater synergy in the CHAIRPERSON
operations of Parliament, particularly in its  FOR_THE COUNCIL
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: THE COMMUNITY IPARIZIWMENT‘ S
RECHUITMENT PLAN FOR PHOFB%IGNAL $TAFF
- . 2006 ... . .

"'No ‘Posltion B - Grade
1. Bureau Manager P5
2 Principal Legal Counsel UL e PS5
3 Principal Protocol Offlcer ' e C 0 PB
4 " Chief Accountant P55
5 Prmcnpal Admmistraﬂve Officer . P5

- 6. HOD: Parllamentary Busmess (PB) o )

7 Internal Auditor P5
8 Principal Interpreter P5
9 . Committee Officer (1) P4

10 Committee’ Officer (2) P4
11 Committee Officer (3) P4
12 Committee Officer (4) P4
13 Committee Qfficer (5) P4
14 Translator (French) : P4
15 Facility Management & Transport Officer P4

o 2007 - = .
No Position ' Grade
1 " Sergeant-At-Arms _P5
2 Editor of Debates . P5
3 Principal Librarian/Document. Officer P5
4 Principal Research Officer _P5_
5 Human Resources Officer P3
6 Administrative Officer . e
7 Procurement Officer el P3 .
8 Conference Officer P3.
9 Budget Officer P3
10 Translator (Portuguese) P4
11 Programmer/Webmaster P3

2008 )

No Position R 1 arade
1 Interpreter ; -P5. -
2 Interproter P5
3 Revisor _P5
4 Legal Counsel P4
5 Research Officer P3
6 Deputy Editor of Debates P3

857
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REGULATION C/REG.4/06/06 AMENDING THE
REVISED ECOWAS STAFF REGULATIONS O
JANUARY 2005 '

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,

MINDFUL of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Council of Ministers and
defining its composition and functions;

MINDFUL of the Principles of Staff Employment and
the Revised Staff Regulations of ECOWAS adopted
by Regulation C/REG.17/01/05 of the Council of
Ministers on 18th January, 2005;

NOTING that a single Community-wida Management
Succession Committee was established by the
Revised ECOWAS Staff Regulations of January
2005 to, amongst other duties, approve all
appointmants and promotions to the managerial P5
levels, D1 and P6 grades anywhere in the
Community and also to review long-term plans for
management development within Community
Institutions;

CONSIDERING the need to involve all the ECOWAS
Institutions in the recruitment process for practical
reasons and administrative convenience and to
ensure uniformity in the classification of ECOWAS
staff in the Community Institutions;

DESIRING therefore to amend the existing Staff
‘Regulations as a means of attaining these
objectives;

ON THE RECOMMENDATION of the thirty-fifth
meeting of the Administration and Finance
Commission held in Abuja, on the 10 - 11 June,
2006.

ENACTS
ARTICLE 1

The Managemant Succession Committee of the
ECOWAS shall comprise the Heads of each
Community Institution with the addition of the
Financial Controller, and the Director of the Legal
Affairs Dapartment of the Executive Secretariat.

" ARTICLE 2

The Director of the Legal Affairs Department of the
Executive! Secretariat of ECOWAS shall have a
consultative role and shall have no voting
privileges.

ARTICLE 3

Article 64(b) of the Revised Staff Regulations of
January 2005 is hereby amended to inciude and
reflect the provisions of Articles 1 and 2 of this
Regulation. -

ARTICLE4

This Regulation shall be published in the Official
Journal of the Community by the Exeacutive
Secretariat within thity (30) days after signature
by the Chairman of the Council of Ministers. It shail
also be published by each Member State in its
National Gazette within the same time frame.

DONE AT ABUJA,
THIS 13TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006.

HON. AICHATOU MINDAOUDOU,
CHAIRMAN,

FOR COUNCIL

Py

~ o
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REGULATION C/REG.5/06/08 ALLOCATING THE .

POST OF SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE
ECOWAS PARLIAMENT TO THE REPUBLIC OF

GU_INEA,AS AN EXCEPT_IONAL CASE e |

THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT o

MINDFUL of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the ECQWAS
Treaty establishing the Council of Ministers and
defining its composition and functions;

MINDFUL of Articie 18, Paragraph 5, of the Treaty
which stipulates that, in appointing professional
staff of the Community, due regard shall be had,
subject to ensuring the highest standards of
efficiency and technical competence, to maintaining
equitable geographical distribution of posts among
nationats of all Metnber States

MINDFUL of Regulation C/REG.20/12/99 abolishing
quota posts within the institutions of the Community;

MINDFUL of Regulation C/REG.8/01/03 regularising
the appointment of some officers of the ECOWAS
Parliament and granting the status of statutory
appointees to the Secretary-General and.the
Deputy Sacretary-Genaral

RECALLING that, by Hegulation C/REG.3/06/06
relating to the operatians,  structure and
administrative and financial management of the
ECOWAS Parliament, the post of Secretary-
General of the ECOWAS Parliament, which was
initially a statutory post, was transformed into a
professional post on Grade D2 after the explrahon
of the term of office of the incumbent;

NOTING that the post of Secretary-General of 'the
ECOWAS Parliament will soon be vacant;

AWAHE of the importance of the role of the
Secretary-General ef the ECOWAS Parliement in
the administrative management of this institution;

DESIROUS of provnding the Community Institutions
with highly qualified staff;

REAEFIRMING ita commitment to abolishing the

quota system with regard to” appointments to

professional staff;

DESIROUS, however, of paying special attention
to the case-of ‘Guinea which has only a few
natienals occupyih ‘the highest posets within the
Institutions of the Gommimity;

AFTER CONSIDERING the appeal made by

Guinea’s delegation to the fifty-sixth session of the
Council of Ministers;

"ENACTS
ARTICLE1 -

The post of Secratary—General of the ECOWAS
Parliament is hereby allocated, as an exceptlonal
case, to the Repubhc of Gulnea :

ARTICLE2

This Regulation shall be published by the Executive
Secretariat in the Official Journal of the Community
within thirty (30} days of its signature by the
Chairman of the Council of Ministers. _

It shall also be published by each Member State, in
its Official Journal, within the same time frame.

. DONEATABUJA, -
THIS 13TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006.

HON. AICHATOU MINDAOUDOU,
CHAIRPERSON. '
FOR THE COUNCIL
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RECOMMENDATION C/REC.1/06/06 AMENDING
THE REVISED ECOWAS TREATY

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,

MINDFUL of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Council of Ministers and
defining its composition and functions;

MINDFUL of Article 90 of the ECOWAS Treaty
relating to the amendment and revisien of the
revised Treaty of the Economic Community of West
Afncan States

MINDFUL of Protocol A/P1/12/01 amending Articles
1, 3, 6, and 21 of the said Treaty of ECOWAS;

MINDFUL of Regulation C/REG.15/01/03
establishing the Ad hoc Ministerial Committee on
the harmanizatian of Community legislative texts,
particularly in its Article 2, which directed that the
Committee shall undertake a critical review of the
revised ECOWAS Treaty, Protocols and
Conventions, with a view to endowing the
Community with modem legal instruments whose
interpretation shall contribute to the acceleration
of the integration process;

MINDFUL of the recommendations of the meating
of the Ad hoc Ministerial Committee on the
Hamonization of Community Texts held on 19 June
2003, particuiarly thesa concerning corrections o
be made to the shortcomings observed in the
Treaty which can impede integration;

MINDFUL of the report of the fiftieth session of the
Council of Ministers which adopted the
recommendatione of the Ad hoo Ministerial
Committee referred to above and requested the
Executive Secretariat to take urgent measures to
amend the revised Treaty, with a view to adopting
‘a new legal regime for Community Acts and more
appropriate deadlines for the entry into force of
certain texts;

BEARING IN MIND Decision A/DEC.12/8/97 relating
to the frequency and veriue of ECOWAS Summits
and Decision A/DEC.27/01/06 on the organization
of the ECOWAS Chairmanship;

MINDFUL of paragraph 50 of the Final Communiqué
of the twenty-fifth Session of the Authority which
directed the Executive Secretariat to undertake a
study on the enhancement of the powers to the
Community Parliament;

ECOWAS Official Joumal Yol. 49

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.6/1/05 on the
modalities for implementation of Article 6 of the
Protocol relsting to the Community Pariament;

MINDFUL of the directive contained in the Final
Communiqué of the twenty-eighth sessien of thie
Authority of Heads of State and Government for
the transformation of the Executive Secretariat, with
a view to enabling it to adapt to the intemational
environment and more successfully fulfill its role in
the sub-regional integration process;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC. 16/01/06 transforming
the Executive Secretariat into a Commission;

" MINDFUL of the directive in the report of the fifty-
fifth session of the Council of Ministers which called

for the harmonization of terms of office of all
Statutory Appointees in all the Community
institutions and requested the Executive Secretariat
to produce a global schedule of rotation of Member
States in statutory positions in the Commission;

CONSIDERING the need to amend some of the
provisions of the revised Treaty in order to
effectively implement the above directives;

ON THE PROPOSAL of the extraordinary mesting
of the Administration and Finance Commission held
in Abuja from 20 to 22 March, 2006;

AFTER CONSIDERATION of the proposals of the
Meetings of the Commission of the Poiltical, Judicieal
and Legal Affairs, Regional Security and
Immigration, heddzin Abuja on 27th and 28th
February, 2006 an “B'from the 22nd - 25th May,
2006;

RECOMMENDS

TO THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT to adopt the draft Supptementary

Protocol attached herewith, amending the

ECOWAS Rev:sad Treaty

DONEATABUJA
THIS 13TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006.

-"HON. AICHATOU MINDAOUDOU,
CHAIRPERSON,
FOR COUNCIL.
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RECOMMENDATION OIBEQ.WDS RELATING
TO THE COMMISSION OF THE ECONOMIC
COMMUNITY OF ' WEST AFHICAN STATEST

(ECOWAS)

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,

MINDFUL of Artlcles 10, 11 and 12 of the ECOWAS:.
Treaty establishing the Council of Mmlsters and; _

defining its composmon and functions; -

MINDFUL of Articles 17, 18 and 19 of the ECOWAS

Treaty respectively establishing the Eiecutive

Secretariat, the procedure for appointing the

Executive Secretary and the Deputy Exécutive
Secretaries and defining the funciions: of the
Executive Secretary;

BEARING IN MIND the directive oohtainéd in _fhe
Final Communiqué issued at the twenty-eighth

session of the Authority of Heads of State and |

Government, that the ECOWAS Executive
Secretariat shoutd be traneiormad with-a view tb
adapting it to the international environment and to
making it more effective in the accomplishment of
its regional integratien assignment,

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.16/01/06 transforming
the Executive Secretariat into a Commission;

MINDFUL of the directive of the fifty-fifth session of
the Council of Ministers that tenures in all
Community Institutions should be harmonised and
calling upon the Executive Secretary to submit a
global scheriule of rotation of representation of
Member States within the Secretariat of the
Commission;

CONVINCED that the establishment of the
Commission and its functioning should be based
on the principles of solidarity, equity and Community
spirit;

ANXIOUS to improve the productivity and efficiency
of the Commission;

CONVINCED ALSO that the adoption of a
transparent, balanced and predictable system of
rotation of representation of Member States within
the Commission can promote the attainent of the
objectives set out by the twenty-sighth session of
the Authority recalled above;

DESIROUS of adopting all necessary measures to
this end;

ON:THE PROPOSAL of the extraordinary mesting
of the Admihistration and Finance Commission, held
m Abuga from 20th to 22nd March 2006;

HECOMMENDS

TO THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT io adopt the attached draft
Decision relating to the Commission of the
Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) o

DONEATABUJA,
THIS 13TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006.

HON. AICHATOU MINDAOUDOV,
CHAIRMAN,
- FOR COUNCIL.

61
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RECOMMENDATION C/REC.3/06/06 AMENDING
ARTICLE 3PARAGRAPHS 1,2 AND 4, ARTICLE 4
PARAGRAPHS 1, 3 AND 7. AND ARTICLE 7

PARAGRAPH 3 OF THE PROTOCOL ON THE

COMMUNITY COURT OF JUSTICE

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,

MINDFUL of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Council of Ministers and
defining its composition and functions;

.MINDFUL of Article 33 of Protocol A/P.1/7/91 on the
procedure for amending the Protocol on the
Community Cqurt of Justice;

MINDFUL of Supplementary Protocol A/SP.1/1/05
amending the Protocol on the Community Court of
Justice;

MINDFUL of the directives contained in the final
reports of the fifty-third and fifty-fifth sessions of
the Council of Ministers on the restructuring of the
Community Court of Justice;

RECALLING that the aforementioned directives
provided that the Court should be restructured in
such a way as to enable the Judges devote
themselves to their main duties;

RECALLING also that the same directives provided

that with the restructuring the Court shall be
equipped with an organizational chart which will
enable it perform its dutias optimally, ensure
harmonization of tenure with statutory positions in
other Institutions of the Community and include the
position of judges in the general plan for rotating
statutory posts among Member States;

CONSIDERING the need to appoint to the
Community Court of Justice competent judges, who
can contribute, through the quality of their decisions,
to the daveiopment of Community Law, capable of
consolidating and speeding up the regional
integration process;

CONSIDERING also the need to ensure that the
judges of the Community Court of Justice are
persons of high moral standing upon assamption
of duty and to guarantee that this quality is
maintained by the judges throughout their term of
office;

CONCERNED with providing the Community Court
of Justice with functionni organs and adequate
human resources;

.DESIROUS of adopting recruitment modalities

based on criteria- which would allow for selection
and appointment of the most suitable persons as
judges of the Community Court of Justice and to
adopt any measure that will enhance the
functioning of the Court;

ON THE PROPOSAL of the meetings of the Political,
Judicial and Legal Affairs, Regional Security and
Immigration Commission, held at Abuja on the 27th
and 28th February, 2006 and from 22nd - 25th May
2006.

RECOMMENDS

TO THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT to adopt the draft Protocol attached
herewith, amending Articles 3 paragraphs 1 2, and
4, Article 4 paragraphs 1, 3 and 7 and Article 7

Paragraph 3 of the Protocol relating to the

Community Court, of Justice.

DONE AT ABUJA,
THIS 13TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006.

" 'HON. AICHATOU MINDAOUDOV,
CHAIRPERSON, = .

" FOR'THE COUNCIL - -
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RECOMMENDATION C/REC.4/06/06 ON THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A JUDICIAL COUNCIL FOH
THE COMMUNITY

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, |

_ e
MINDFUL of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Council of Ministers:gnd
defining its composition and functions; . °

£ !:~?'-. R P

MINDFUL of Protocol A/P.1/7/¢1 relatmg to the

Community Court of Justice;

MINDFUL of the Supplementary Protocol amending
the Protocol relating to the Community Court of
Justice signed at Accra on 19th January, 2005;"

MINDFUL of the directives contained in the final
reports of the fifty-third and fifty-fifth sessions of
the Council of Ministers on the restructueing of the
Community Court of Justice;

RECALLING that the aforementioned directives
provided that the Court should be restructured in
such a way as to enable the Judges devote
themselves to their main duties;

CONSIDERING the need to appoint to the
Community Court of Justice highly qualified and
competent persons, who can contribute, through
the quality of their decisions, to the development
of Community Law, capabie of consolidating and
speeding up the regional integration process;

CONSIDERING also the need to ensure that the
judges of the Community Court:of Justice are
persons of high moral standing upon assaraption
of duty and to guarantee that this quality:ls
maintained by the judges throughout their term of
office;

NOTING that the present mode of selection of
judges does not guarantee that the:most. suitabib
persons occupy these exalted position; . . '
CONVINCED that the disciplinary procedure laid
down in Protocol A/P.1/7/91 should be impioved
upon to foster the maintenance of high moral
standards by the judges throughout their term. of
office; :

DESIROUS therefore of establishing a credible
organ capable of effectively managing the process
of recruiting: judges on a competitive basis and to

adopt an independent disciplinary mechanism which

guagamess transparency of deliberations and
:@biectiyity of decisions in -discipiinary matters; oo

Judicial and Legal Affairs, Reglonai Securtty and
Immigration Commission held at Abuja on 27th and
28th February, 2006, and from 22nd - 25th May,
2003 :

RECOMMENDS

7O THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
'GOVERNMENT to adopt the draft Decision
‘attachiod erewith, establishing the Judicial Council -
of the Commuinity.

- DONE AT ABUJA,
THIS 13TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006.

HON. AICHATOU MINDAOUDOU,
CHAIRPERSON,

'FOR COUNCIL

”’/4
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RECOMMENDATION C/REC.5/06/06 AMENDING
PROTOCOL A/P2/8/94 RELATING TO THE
COMMUNITY PARLIAMENT

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,

MINDFUL of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Council of Ministers and
defining its composition and functions;

MINDFUL: of Articles 6 and 13 of the said Treaty
relating to the Institutions of the Community and
the establishment of the Community Parliament
respectively; :

MINDFUL of Protocol A/P.2/8/94 relating to the

Community Pariament;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.6/01/06 adopted by
the 29th session of the Authority of Heads of State
and Government relating to modalities for the
effective implementation of Article 6 of Protocol A/
P.2/8/94 relating to the: Community Parliament;

MINDFUL of the content of Regulation C/REG.20/
01/05, giving directives for the restructuring of the
Community Parliament to permit its effective
participation in the ECOWAS decision-making
process and to create the necessary synergy and
cooperation between it, the Parliaments of Member
States and the Institutions of the Community with a
view to complementing efforts at accelerating the
process of integration;

RECALLING that the above mentioned directives
provided that the Parliament should be restructured
with clear separation ef roles between the political
and administrative wings of Parliament, in order to
allow Members of Parliament concentrate mainly
on their political role, while being adequately
serviced by a competent and efficient team of
technocrats and administrative personnel;

DESIROUS of improving the performance of the
Community Parliament alongside the process of
enhancing its powers and progressively
transforming its mandate from advisory to co-
'decision-making and subsequently to a law-making
role in ateas to ba defined by the Authority upon
the election of its members by direct universal
suffrage;

DESIROUS of amending the relevant provisions of
Protocol A/P.2/8/94 relating to the Community
Parlilament to achieve the above mentioned
objectives;

ON THE PROPOSAL of the Ad-hoc Ministerial
Committee: on the Restructuring of the Pariament
held in Abuja, on 20th and 21st February, 2006.

RECOMMENDS

TO THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND

GOVERNMENT to adopt the draft Supplementary

Protocol attached herewith, amending Protocol A/ .
P.2/8/94 relating to the Community Parliament,

DONE AT ABUJA,
THIS 13TH DAY OF JUNE, 2006.

-

HON. AICHATOU MINDAOUDOU,
CHAIRMAN,

FOR COUNCIL

_
.

- e

RECOMMENDATION C/REC.6/06/06
TRANSFERING THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE
COMMUNITY PARLIAMENT TO COTE D’IVOIRE

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,

MINDFUL of Articles 10, 11 and 12 of the ECOWAS
Treaty establishing the Council of Ministers and
defining its composition and functions;

'MINDFUL of Articles 4 of Protocol A/P.8/94 of 6th

August 1994, on the Parliamentwhich provides that
the Heasdguarters of the Parliament shall be decided
by the @Jthority;

MINDFUL of Decision A/DEC.19/12/01 of 21

-December 2001, allocating tie' headquarters of the

Community Parliament to. the Federal Republic of
Nigeria;. : ,

64
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CONSIDERING that the Federal Republic of Nigeria, L IO TR
host country of the Gommunity Parliament,” . . Y
indicated to Council atits extraardinary session hetd

in Abuja on 23rd March 20086, that it is willing to

cede the headquariers of the said Parliament to

any other Member State that may wish to host it; .

CONSIDERING the need to take account. of
equitable geographical distribution in.the allocation
of headquarters of Comraumty institutiens to
Member States; Coaowr <, :

AFTER HAVING reiterated its gratitude to the
Federal Republic of Nigeria whose important efforts
made it possible for the Community Parliament to
commence its operations under excellent conditions
in Abuja; -

AFTER HAVING received favourably the offer by
Cote d'lvoire;

RECOMMENDS

TO THE AUTHORITY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT to adopt the draft Decision
attached herewith, transfering thie headquarters of
the Community Parliament to Cote d'lvoire.

DONE AT ABUJA,
THIS 13TH DAY OF E. 2006.

e
N

HON. AICHATOU MINDAOUDOU,
CHAIRPERSON,

FOR THE COUNCIL

ST TR
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THIRTIETH SESSION OF THE AUTHORITY OF
HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT

14 June, 2006
Executlve Secretariat Abuja,

FINAL COMMUNIQUE

INTRODUCTION

The Thirtieth ordinary session of the Authority of
Heads of State and Government of the Economic
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) was
held in Abuja, Federal Republic of Nigeria on 14th
June, 2006 under the chairmanship of His
Excellency Mamadou Tandja, President of the
Republic of Niger.

The following Heads of State and Government or
their duly accradited represeniatives attended the
meeting: '

- His Excellency Thomas Boni Yayi, President
of the Republic of Benin;

- His Excellency Blaise Compaore, President
of Faso, Head of Government;

- His Excellency John Agyekum Kufuor,
President of the Republic of Ghana;

- Her Excellency, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf,
President of Republic of Liberia;

- His Excellency, Amadou Toumani Toure,
President of the Republic of Mali;

- His Excellency Mamadou Tandja, President
of the Republic of Niger,
Chairman of the ECOWAS Authority of Heads
of State and Government;

- His Excellency, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo,
President of the Federal Republic of Nige_ria;

- His Excellency, Alhaji (Dr.) Ahmad Tejan
KABBAH, President of the Federal Republic
" of Sierra Leone;

- His . Excellency, Faure Essozimna
GNASSINGBE, President of the Togolese
Republic;

Hoh. ‘Dr-Albeit Mabri Toikeusse;

Minister :of Cooperation and African
integration, Representing H.E. President of
the Republic of Céte d Iv0|re

- Hon. Fatoumata Kaba Sldlbe Minlster of
Iintemational Cooperation Representing H.E.
the President of Guinea;

- Hon. De Sousa-Rui Dia,
" Minister of Social Affairs and Communication
Representing H.E. the President of Guinea
Bissau;

- ‘Hon. Abdou Aziz Sow, Minister of NEPAD,
African Economic Integration and Good
Governance, Representing  H.E. the
President of Senegal;

- Hon. Alieu N. Ngum,
Secretary of State for Trade, Industry &
Employment, Representing H.E. the President
of The Gambia '

- Mr. Severine Soares ‘Aimeida, Director
General, External Policy, Ministiy of Foréign
Affairs, Representing H. E Pre9|dent of Cape
Verde;

The summit session was witnessed by a large
number of the members of the diplomatic corps,
representatives of regional and international
institutions.

OPENING CEREMCENY

The opening ceremony was marked by the welcome
statement of His Excelléncy, Ghief-Olusegun
Obasanjo, President of the'Federal Republic of
Nigeria and the opening address of His Excellency,
Mamadou Tandja, President-of the Republic of
Niger and current Chairman of ECOWAS.

1)  RE-STRUCTURING OF THE COMMUNITY
INSTITUTIONS

In its review of the evolution of the Community,
particularly the deepening of the integration
process and the greater priority being accorded
the reguenab approach to tackling the development
challenge?onfrontmg West African countries, the
Authority agreed on the need for enhancing the
ECOWAS institutional arrangements. Heads of State
and Government therefore decided on the
modalities for the transfermation of the Executive
Secretariat into ECOWAS Commission, the re-
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structuring of the ECOWAS Parliament and the
Community Court of Justice, and the re-
organisation of the ECOWAS Bank for Investment
and Deveiopment (EBID).

Transformatian of the Executive Secretariat
While confimting its decision to transform the

ECOWAS Executive Secretariat into ECOWAS
Commission, the Authority agreed that nationals of

each of the following Member States: Burkina Faso,

Céte d'lvoire, Ghana, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra
Leone, Senegal and Togo will constituite the first
set of the 9-member Commission. The
Commissioners shall be competent persons
appointed on a competitive basis., Heads of State
and Government adopted a system of rotation to
ensure that at the expiration of the four-ysar term
of office of the Commissioners their replacement
- will be effected in a transparent, predictable and
equitable manner.

The Authority recognised the need for enhancing
the institutional and legal capacity of the
Community, particularly with regard to the
Commission and the Council of Ministers and
consequently, directed the Executive Secretary to
present appropriate legal texts for adoption.

The Heads of State and Government allocated the
post of President of the ECOWAS Commission to
the Republic of Ghana and the post of Vice-
President to Burkina Faso.

In recognition of the competence and high
performance of Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas as the
current Executive Secretary, the Authority
appointed Dr. Chambas, a Ghanaian as the first

President of the ECOWAS Commission for a four-

year term beginning from 1st January, 2007,

Re-structuring of ECOWAS Parllament and
Community Court of Justice.

The Authority agreed on new organization charts
for the Parliament and for the Court which will
operate a system of adminisiratian that enablee the
ECOWAS parliamentarians and judges to
concentrate on their pariiamentary and legal duties
respectively.

Heads of State and Government directed the
Executive Secretary to take all necessary measures
to ensure the inauguration of the second ECOWAS
legislature-as soon as possible. After the second
legislature;, theEEOWAS Parliament will be made

up' of patiiamentarians elected directly through
universal suffrage, and will exercise legislative
powsrs in certain areas to be specified.

Reorganisation of the EBID Group

The Autherity approved the re-organisation of the
ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development
(EBID} Group. By that approval, the organisational
structure of the EBID Group, which is currently a
Holding Company with two subsidiaries, will become
a single cohesive entity. Instead of the existing three
separate organisation charts, the re-organised
EBID will have a single organisation chart, headed
by the President. EBID will now have two
operational windows (private sector and public
sector), each headed by a Vice-President.

Heads of State and Government noted that the
structure reflects the initial conception and mission
of this financial institution of the Community.
Furthermore, this structure corresponds to the
operational structure of similar international

financial institutions. The re-organisation will ensure

cost effectiveness of operations and will make EBID
more attractive to non-regionals and the
international financial market.

The Authority direoted the Executive Secretary to
ensure the presentation of appropriate draft legal
texts at the next ECOWAS Summit relating to the
amendment of the relevant provisiene of the
ECOWAS treaty and the EBID protocal.

i) ADOPTION $F ECOWAS CONVENTION ON
SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS

The Authority recalled its earlier measures to stern
the circulation of illegal weapons within the region,
particularly the 1998 declaration of a moratorium
on the importation, exportation, manufacture and
circulation of small arms in West Africa.

After a review of the operation of the moratoriun:
under the code of conduct adopted in 1999, Heads
of State and Government agreed on the: necessity
to continue the regicnal approath to the control of
small arms.

Consequently, the Authority adopted an ECOWAS
Conventjon on Small Arms and Light Weapons as
a regional instrument that would effectively ban the
transfer of small arms into and within West Africa.
All Member States would have to apply to the
ECOWAS Executive Secretary for exemption to
anable them engege In-ahy such tratisaction. The
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convention also bans the transfer of small and light
arms to non-state actors.and places a tight control
on the manufacture and sale of such arms withirr
Member States.

The Executive Secretary was diraoted to establish
a regional arms register, and initiate the formulation
of an appropriate plan of action for the
implementation of this new ECOWAS convention.

i) THE CURRENT WEST AFRICAN SITUATION

Heads of State and Government took nets of the
continued positive growth of the West African
economy, due in part to the pursuit of sounder
macro-gconomic policies. They urged that this
shouid be a source of encouragement to each
Member State to undertake the much needed
deeper reforms.

They elso recognised the contribution that
continued improvemsent in tho political situation
could make to the enhancement of the investment
climate, which is necessary for achieving the
objective of a much higher growth rate and
sustainable development.

The Authority expressed satisfaction at the peaceful
elections being recorded in the region. In that
conlext, it warmly congratulated Her Excellency,
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, President of the Republic. of
Liberia, on her inauguration in January 2006 as
the first African female president. Similarly, Heads
of State and Government congretulated His
Excellency, Boni Yayi, the new President of the
Republic of Benin on his success at the pmsndentlel
elactions. They also extended a warm welcome to
Mr. Charles Konan Banny as the new Prime Minister
of Céte d’Ivoire.

Cote d’ivolre peace process.

Heads of Stata and Government took note of the
new momentum that the peace process had gained
in Cote d'lvoire, as refleoted by the political
censensus on the lmplamantat:on of the road map,
the simultaneous commencement of the processes
of citizen identification and disarmament (DDR).
They invited all the Ivorian perties to continue to
cooperate with the. government of Prime. Minister
.Charles Konan Banny.‘ e :

Togo

The Authonty walcomed the slgmflcant steps taken

in recent months by the polltlcal class in Togo -

-Obasanjo to prov

towards nermalising the socio-palitical situation in
that Member State. They called upon all the parties
and stakeholders to continue tolengage in the inter-
Togolese dialogue.

Slerra Leone

There was similar recognition of the continued
progress being made in Sierra Leone in the area
of reconstruction and strengthening of State
institutions, improving infrastructure and
restructuring the security agencies.

Heads of State and Government expressed their
appreciation of the valuable contributicn of the
international community and urged for inoreased
assistance in support of the country’s economic
development programme which is geared toward
reducing youth unemployment, increasing incomes

. and the consolidation of the security sector reforms.

Liberia

‘Heads of State and Government took note of the
- positive measures being introduced by the new

administration of Her Excellency, Ellen Johnson-
Sireaf lo consolidate peace in Liberia and launch
a veritable reconstruction programme.

They expressed their appreciation of the leadership
role of His Excellency, Chief Olusegun Obasanijo,
President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, in the
management of the Liberian peace process. They
recalled the onurageous decisjon af President
.asylum for the former Liberian
President Charles Taylor, who vacated the office
and wont into exile to facilitate the process that led
eventually to the election of President Ellen
Johnson-Sirleaf. :

Guinea BIsSau

The Authority acknowledged the contin;;éd fragility
of the situation in Guinea Bissau, particularly in the

border area with Senegal. It was in the light of this

that the Autharity weicomed the efforts of President
Nino Vieira.at engaging all the dlﬁerent parties in a

dlelogue, and seeking to reach a -pational
.consgnsus that would pave the way for Iastlng _

peace and stability.

_Heads%f State and Government re-iterated the
- necessity for an injection.of-substantial assistance
- from.the international.gommunity,. in. order to
_ stabiluse the situation and initiate the re-building.of
- the. national- sociomconomlc fabrig. It is in this
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regard, that they welcomed the proposal to
establish an international Contact Group for Guinea
Bissau that would offer political support, promote
reconciliation, reinforce national institutional
capacities and mobiliae international financial
assistance.

IV)  MIGRATION

Heads of State and Government expressed concemn
at the increasing problem of international migration,
particularly to Europe, involving West African
nationals.

The Authority called for a coordinated regional
approach to tackling this problem. In this regard,
the Executive Seerelary was direeted to present a
technical report with appropriate recommendations
to a meeting of the relevant ECOWAS Ministers,
for the purpose of adopting a West African common
policy on migration.

V) DATE AND VENUE OF THE NEXT SUMMIT

The next session of the ECOWAS Authority of Heads
of State and Government will be held in December
2006 at Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.

VI)  VOTE OF THANKS

‘The Heads of State and Government expressed

their deep gratitude to His Excellency, President

Olusegun Obasanjo, President of the Federal

Republic of Nigeria, for the leadership he has

exercised in the promotion of regional peace and RS
security and the strengthening of the ECOWAS

integration and development process.

Heads of States and Government expressed
particular appreciation for the excellent hospitality
extended to them during their stay in Abuja. They
lauded the contribution of President. Obasanjo
towards regional integration and the entrenchment
of democracy.

Heads of State and Government expressed their
appreciation of the able manner in which the current
Chairman of the ECOWAS Authority, His Excellency
Mamadou Tandja, President of the Republic of
Nigar, has been directing the affairs of the
Community. b
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